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OBJECTIVES:  

·  To analyze primary sources in order to understand early contact between the United 
States and Korea during the late 19th century. 

·  To identify how historical events can influence the formation of foreign policy. 
 
MATERIALS REQUIRED: (all attached) 

·  Handout 1: A Brief Chronology of Early U.S. - Korea Relations, 1845- 1882 
·  Handout 2: Document Descriptions 
·  Documents (#1-10) related to the early diplomatic relations between the Kingdom of 

Korea and the United States 
·  Handout 3: Photograph Descriptions 
·  Photographs (#1-10) from the U.S. Expedition to Korea in 1871. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
By the mid-19th century, the Kingdom of Korea remained one of the few countries in East Asia 
that had not yet experienced the direct intervention of western countries. In less than a decade 
two of its closest neighbors, China and Japan, were forced to reverse centuries of self-imposed 
diplomatic disinterest in the West. In 1842, as a result of its defeat to Great Britain in the Opium 
War, China was forced to accept unequal relations with the growing European power. With the 
arrival of an American fleet in 1853, Japan experienced a series of events that led to the fall of 
the Tokugawa Shogunate and the beginning of the immense changes that accompanied the Meiji 
era. As a result of this trend, the Korean kingdom was facing a changing international situation 
that would eventually affect its independence as a nation. 
 
Beginning in 1866, Korea experienced a series of crises that would eventually force it to deal 
directly with the larger world. In the summer of that year, two American-flagged ships were lost 
in Korean waters with two very different responses from the Korean government. After the 
schooner Surprise was shipwrecked, its crew was treated hospitably but escorted overland to the 
Chinese border where they were eventually allowed to make their way to the American embassy. 
The other ship, the General Sherman, met its fate off the coast near P’yongyang. Despite claims 
to being on a peaceful trading mission, the crew of the General Sherman took a local official 
hostage in order to force a commercial agreement with the Korean government and fired its 
cannons into a crowd on shore. The local governor responded by surrounding the American ship 
with empty boats and setting those boats on fire. The General Sherman caught fire, burned and 
sank with the majority of its crew on board.  
 
Shortly after these events, a fleet of French warships arrived off of Kanghwa Island near Seoul in 
order to respond to the execution of several French priests and a general suppression of 



Catholicism by the Korean government. Hoping to take advantage of Kanghwa Island’s strategic 
location at the mouth of the Han River in order to force negotiations, the French landed troops 
and attacked the forts located there. By November 1866, however, the Koreans were able to 
counterattack and forced the French to leave. 
 
It was through the French expedition that the American government learned of the loss of the 
Surprise and the General Sherman. Vessels from the U.S. Navy were sent to Korean waters in 
1867 and 1868 in an attempt to learn more about the fate of the General Sherman’s crew. At first, 
the Korean government accommodated American requests. An attempt to rob a royal tomb in 
South Ch’ungch’ong Province by an independent foreign expedition, however, caused the 
Koreans to question the true intentions of the Americans and to adopt a foreign policy that 
excluded further interactions with any westerners. If western foreigners were to come to Korea in 
the future they would be asked to leave at once. 
 
As a result of these unsuccessful missions, the U.S. government chose to send a part of its 
Asiatic Squadron to Korea in the early summer of 1871. Called the Korean Expedition, it was 
given the mission to conclude the matter of the General Sherman and to negotiate a treaty that 
would open trade between the two countries. When the American fleet began to survey the strait 
between Kanghwa Island and the mainland, they were fired upon and asked to leave. Failing to 
open negotiations, the Americans launched an amphibious assault that took several of the Korean 
forts. Despite killing over 300 Koreans at a loss of only three soldiers, the Americans were 
neither able to force renewed communications nor the signing of the desired treaty. Within a 
month of the assault, American forces withdrew from Korean territory. 
 
Five years later Japanese military forces succeeded where the French and Americans had failed. 
Invading Kanghwa Island in 1876 after the Unyo incident of 1875, the Japanese forced the 
Korean government to sign its first modern trade agreement. Therefore, when an American 
mission was sent to Korea in 1881, it met with a much more receptive response and the Treaty of 
Amity and Commerce was agreed upon in the following year. The Treaty opened the door for 
trade between the two countries and its terms paved the way for the first wave of Korean 
immigration to America at the turn of the century. 
 
*Please note that we have not corrected the romanization of Korea (“Corea”) and Chos� n 
(“Chosen”) in the original documents. 
 
RATIONALES FOR TEACHING CONTENT:   
The following is a list of reasons why this topic should be included as part of a larger study of 
U.S. History at the upper secondary level. 
 
1. In most U.S. history textbooks, content on Korea tends to be limited to the Korean War and 

the Cold War. Instructing students about the early history of U.S.-Korean relations would 
place these events into larger historical context. It would also help explain the reasons for 
early Korean immigration to the United States. 

 
2. Coverage of U.S. foreign policy in Asia still remains underdeveloped in most current 

secondary U.S. history textbooks. Teaching about the Korean Expedition in addition to other 



events such as the Perry Expedition to Japan, U.S. involvement in the suppression of the 
Boxer Rebellion and annexation of the Philippines would demonstrate the diversity of 
American interests in the region at the turn of the century. 

 
3. The events leading up to and involving the 1871 expedition to Korea are concurrent with the 

post-Civil War growth of industrialization in the United States. The need for raw materials 
and markets for American goods, as well as the importation of Asian goods such as porcelain 
and ginseng, were powerful motivations for U.S. involvement in East Asia.  

 
PROCEDURE:  
The primary sources are provided for teachers to use and adapt according to the available time 
frame. All documents and photographs in this collection are in the public domain and therefore 
can be freely adapted to meet a teacher’s particular needs. Here is an example of how the sources 
could be used in the classroom. 
 

1. Prediction 
a. Divide the class into small groups of two to three students. Distribute one 

photograph without its caption to each of the small groups. Instruct the students 
make predictions about what they are looking at in their assigned photograph with 
the following questions: Who is in the photo? What else is in the photo? Where 
do you think the photo was taken? Why do you think the photo was taken? 

b. After the designated period of time has expired discuss the photographs and the 
students’ hypotheses with the class. Present the photos with their original captions 
to the class. Students will write their classmates’ hypotheses in their notebooks. 

c. Conclude the photo analysis by asking the question: What do you think were the 
reasons why America got involved in Korean affairs in the late 19th century?  

 
2. Analysis 

a. Prepare students for document analysis by distributing and discussing Handout 
#1: A Brief Chronology of Early U.S.–Korea Relations, 1845-1882. 

b. Have students return to their small groups from the photograph activity.  
c. Distribute copies of one document and document analysis worksheet to each 

group. The document analysis worksheets should be adjusted to students’ 
reading/comprehension level and consist of questions designed to draw out the 
documents’ main ideas. Advanced students could write their own analysis 
questions and answers. 

d. Have the students write their answers on a chalkboard or on a poster-sized piece 
of paper. When each group is finished, their information should be shared with 
the class. 

 
3. Extension 
4. To apply the knowledge gained from the Prediction and Analysis phases of the lesson, 

students could complete one of the following exercises: 
a. Create the front page of a newspaper by writing articles based on the documents; 

illustrate it with one or more of the photographs. 



b. Write an editorial that either supports or protests the U.S. expedition to Korea 
using data derived from the primary sources. 

c. Research another example of U.S. involvement in the affairs of another country. 
Compare and contrast that involvement with the events of the Korean Expedition. 
The resulting paper should also discuss the merits (or not) of such involvements. 

 
RESOURCES: 
Chang, Gordon. “Whose ‘Barbarism’? Whose ‘Treachery’? Race and Civilization in the 

Unknown United States-Korea War of 1871.” Journal of American History (March 
2003): 1331-1365. 

 
Duvernay, Thomas. “The 1871 U.S.–Korea Conflict: Cause and Effects.” Retrieved August 17, 

2004 from: http://www.shinmiyangyo.org/synopsis.html  
 
Drake, Frederick C. The Empire of the Seas. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1984. 
 
Kim, Yongkoo. The Five Years’ Crisis, 1866-1871: Korea in the Maelstrom of Western 

Imperialism. Inch’on: Circle Books, 2001. 
 
Kwak, Tae-Hwan, ed. U.S.-Korean Relations: 1882-1982. Seoul: Kyungnam University Press, 

1982. 
 
Park, Il-Kuen. Anglo-American Diplomatic Materials Relating to Korea: 1866-1886. Seoul: Shin 

Mun Dang Publishing Company, 1982. 
 
U.S. Department of State. Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs, Part I. Washington, D.C.: U.S. 

Government Printing Office, 1867.  
 
U.S. Department of State. Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs, Part I. Washington, D.C.: U.S. 

Government Printing Office, 1868.  
 
U.S. Department of State. Papers Relating to the Foreign Affairs of the United States. 

Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1871.  



HANDOUT 1: A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF EARLY U.S. - KOREA  RELATIONS 
1845 – 1882 

 
1845: A “mission of commerce” to Korea and Japan is proposed by the U.S. Congress. 
1861-1865: U.S. Civil War 
June 1866: The American schooner Surprise sinks off the coast of P’yongyang. The crew is 

detained by local Korean officials, but is eventually permitted to travel to China. 
August-September 1866: The American schooner General Sherman is burned and its crew 

killed off the coast of P’yongyang. In an attempt to force Korea to “open” to foreign trade, 
the crew of the General Sherman kidnapped several local officials and shot other Koreans 
standing on the shoreline. As a result, Koreans surround the General Sherman with fireboats, 
sinking it and drowning most of its crew. 

Late September-November 1866: A French surveying fleet explores the area near Kanghwa 
Island. During this time the French attack and temporarily occupy the Korean fortresses 
present on the island. Local Korean forces launch a counterattack and force the French to 
retreat. Also during this time the French transmit the first news of the General Sherman to 
American officials in China. 

January-February 1867: Captain Robert Shufeldt commanding the USS Wachusett leaves 
Chefoo, China for Korea to investigate the General Sherman incident. 

April-May 1868: The USS Shenandoah, under the command of Captain J.C. Febinger, is sent to 
Korea to investigate rumors of survivors from the General Sherman. Febinger makes limited 
contact with Korean officials. 

February 1870: Admiral John Rodgers, commander of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron, meets in 
China with other high-ranking American officials to discuss issues related to Korea. 

April 1870: U.S. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish writes to U.S. Minister to China Frederick F. 
Low authorizing him to begin treaty negotiations with Korea. 

November 1870: Timetable for an American expedition to Korea is set for May 1871. 
March 16-31, 1871: The U.S. naval forces leave Nagasaki, Japan and travel to Kanghwa Island. 
June 1, 1871: U.S. Navy ships begin surveying the strait lying between Kanghwa Island and 

mainland Korea. Local Korean forces respond by firing cannons at the American ships. 
June 10-11, 1871: The “Forty-Eight Hours’ Battle” occurs between Korean and American forces. 

Fortifications on Kanghwa Island are destroyed and approximately 350 Koreans and three 
Americans are killed. American forces withdraw in the beginning of July. 

1875-1876: Japan uses military force to compel Korea to sign the Kanghwa Treaty; it is the first 
modern trade treaty between Korea and a foreign country. 

1882: Admiral John Shufeldt negotiates the Treaty of Amity with the Kingdom of Korea, 
establishing commercial relations with the country. 

 
RESOURCES: 
Drake, Frederick C. The Empire of the Seas. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1984. 
 
Kim, Yongkoo. The Five Years’ Crisis, 1866-1871: Korea in the Maelstrom of Western 

Imperialism. Inch’on: Circle Books, 2001. 
 
 
 



HANDOUT 2: DOCUMENT DESCRIPTIONS  
 
The following is a list of selected primary source documents related to the early relations 
between the United States and the Kingdom of Korea. The documents are listed in chronological 
order and are described in brief.  
 
1. First News of the Wrecks of the Surprise and of the General Sherman (10/24/1866): 

Acting U.S. Minister to China S. Wells Williams writes to Secretary of State William H. 
Seward regarding the wrecks of two American vessels, the Surprise and the General 
Sherman and how each vessel was treated differently by local Koreans. This document is the 
earliest description of the destruction of the General Sherman to be found in the Foreign 
Relations of the United States, official U.S. government foreign policy documents. It also 
introduces the idea of an American expedition to “introduce” Korea “into the family of 
nations.” 

 
2. The Story of the Sinking of the General Sherman (12/15/1866): U.S. Minister to China 

Ansome Burlingame writes to Secretary of State William H. Seward relaying news about the 
destruction of the General Sherman. With his letter he encloses a report from the U.S. consul 
in Chefoo, China that provides more specific information about the fate of the General 
Sherman and its crew. 

 
3. Instructions to Open Negotiations with Korea (04/20/1870): Secretary of State Hamilton 

Fish writes to U.S. Minister to China Frederick F. Low authorizing him to begin treaty 
negotiations with Korea. The historical model of Commodore Perry’s visits to Japan heavily 
influences Secretary Fish’s instructions. He specifically refers to the Treaty of Kanagawa 
(1854) with Japan as a model for a future agreement with Korea. He also informs Low that 
he will have the support of the U.S. Navy in the negotiations. 

 
4. Response to Instructions to Open Negotiations with Korea (07/16/1870): U.S. Minister to 

China Low responds to Secretary Fish’s instructions regarding Korea. Low states that his 
knowledge of Korea is limited, but provides some detail on its relationship with China. He 
understands that Korea is an independent nation and that its official ties to China are limited 
to an annual tribute paid for maintaining trading privileges with that country. In his letter 
Low further reveals that China has no direct political influence over Korean affairs, allowing 
for direct U.S. relations with Korea. 

 
5. First-hand Account of U.S. Fleet’s Arrival at Kanghwa Island on June 1, 1871 

(06/02/1871): This document describes how two steamships from the American fleet made 
first contact with Korea during a surveying mission of Kanghwa Island. John P. Cowles, sent 
on the mission as an interpreter, explains how the voyage turned into an open conflict with 
the island’s inhabitants. 

 
6. Description of U.S. Fleet’s Arrival at Kanghwa Island on June 1, 1871 (06/02/1871): 

Responding to Cowles’ letter from Korea, Minister Low reports the fleet’s troubles to the 
government in Washington. While his version of the events echoes Cowles’ account, he adds 



an assertion that the Korean government is resisting American efforts to establish 
communication. He makes this statement without yet having direct contact with any Koreans. 

 
7. Local Korean Official’s Response to the Events of June 1, 1871 (06/03/1871): As a result 

of the events of June 1st, an unnamed local official confronts the Americans for their 
intrusion into Korean territory. He asks why the Americans have traveled so far to cause so 
much trouble for Korea and suggests that they return home as soon as possible. This 
document reveals much about the Korean government’s understanding of the world outside 
its country’s borders. (Note: this document is a translation of a document found on an island 
near the American fleet’s anchorage. Interpreters working for the Americans translated the 
document.) 

 
8. Admiral Rodgers Orders an Attack on Kanghwa Island Forts (06/09/1871): Admiral 

John Rodgers, commander of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron, orders an amphibious assault on the 
Korean forts on Kanghwa Island. He also emphasizes that the goal of the maneuver is to 
respond in force to the incident on June 1, 1871, and in doing so “secure” a treaty with Korea. 
The assault occurred on June 10 and 11, 1871, resulting in the deaths of about 350 Koreans 
and three American soldiers. It did not, however, succeed in opening diplomatic relations 
between Korea and the United States. 

 
9. Draft of Treaty of Amity Between the United States and Korea (1882): Admiral Robert 

Shufeldt was a leader in the expedition that first investigated the General Sherman incident. 
He later returned to Korea in another attempt to establish a treaty with that country after the 
failure of the 1871 U.S. expedition. A second draft of the treaty is included in this collection 
and it creates a commercial relationship between the Choson Kingdom (Korea) and the 
United States. Citizens of each country are permitted to travel to the other for trade and to 
resolve issues such as shipwrecked sailors, etc.  This treaty paved the way for the first 
Koreans to immigrate to Hawaii and the continental U.S. 

 
10. Admiral Shufeldt’s Account of the United States’ Early Relations with Korea 

(01/29/1887): In 1887 Admiral Shufeldt was interviewed while visiting the king of Korea in 
Seoul. His autobiographical narrative describes the history of U.S.-Korean relations from the 
investigation of the General Sherman incident to the signing of the Treaty of Amity in 1882. 
This account is a good historical overview that will help students understand the other 
documents included in this collection. 

 
 



DOCUMENT #1: FIRST NEWS OF THE WRECKS OF THE SURPRISE AND OF THE 
GENERAL SHERMAN 

 
Excerpt of Letter from S. Wells Williams (Acting Minister to China) to Secretary of State William 
H. Seward. 

 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (1868): 414-416. 
 
Date: October 24, 1866, Peking. 
 
 
SIR: I have the honor to bring to your notice the case of the shipwrecked crew of the American 
schooner1 Surprise, the treatment which they received at the hands of the Corean and Chinese 
officials….  …I have condensed the principal facts of their history from the narrative of Captain 
M’Caslin [the Surprise’s captain]. 
 
On the 24th of June the crew left the schooner in a sinking condition, and reached an island [off the 
coast of Pyongyang], whose few inhabitants supplied them with rice, but wished them to leave as 
soon as they had eaten it, which, however, a storm prevented their doing until the next day.  Going 
on nearly 20 miles toward the northwest, they saw a village on the mainland, which they thought 
best to reach, if possible, in order to obtain food and rest.  On approaching it from the beach, they 
were surrounded by 200 natives, who would not allow them to move until a [Korean] officer arrived 
and was ready to receive them.  This was done in the open air, and by means of the Chinese cook 
they were able to make him understand their condition, after which they were comfortably provided 
for during two days.  Another official then arrived who likewise interrogated them minutely, but 
would not let them leave the village, keeping the party under a guard of soldiers within a small 
enclosure.  On the fourth day a third officer came from the capital [Seoul], bringing with him a 
Chinese interpreter, who henceforth took charge of them, giving them abundance of good food, 
tobacco, and even medicines for the sick. 
 
After remaining in this village for 24 days, a special courier arrived from the capital to conduct the 
whole party to the Chinese frontier…. …they were delivered to the United States consul2 nearly two 
months after they were wrecked. 
 
In my dispatch of August 8th, I referred to the hostile proceedings of the French naval commander 
against the Corean government.  Before the French had sent any vessels to that coast, another 
American schooner [the General Sherman] was wrecked, and the hull burned by the Coreans, as is 
their usual wont;  but, according to the reports…they murdered all her company…. I have not been 
able to learn more than that she had gone over on an experimental trading voyage…. 
 
I hear that the French have already effected a landing in Corea, but nothing more of importance has 
been learned of their movements…. I suppose the expedition will result in throwing open to the 
western world the last country which forbids intercourse3 with other lands, and whose rulers have 
jealously guarded their subjects from the least acquaintance with their fellow-men.  It is full time 
that Corea was introduced into the family of nations. 

                                                 
1 schooner = a type of sailing ship usually used for trade during the 19th century 
2 consul = government commerce office 
3 intercourse = trade / communication 



DOCUMENT #2: THE STORY OF THE SINKING OF THE GENERAL SHERMAN 
 
Excerpts of a letter from Ansome Burlingame (Minster to China) to Secretary of State William H. 
Seward and an enclosure. 

 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (1868): 426-427. 
 
Date: December 15, 1866, Peking. 
 
 
SIR: It is my painful duty to inform you that the United States schooner4 General Sherman while 
on a trading voyage to Corea, was destroyed and all on board murdered by the natives. The news 
was brought to Cheefoo [a city in China] by Admiral Rose, of the French fleet, the particulars of 
which please find in Mr. Sandford’s dispatch (Enclosure A)… 
 
 

[Enclosure A.] 
 
Excerpt of Letter from Mr. E. Sandford (U.S. Consul) to Ansome Burlingame 
 
Dateline: October 30, 1866, Cheefoo 
 
…The General Sherman left here on the 9th of August…. On October 7th, two Chinese junks5 
arrived from Corea and made the following reports respecting the wreck and burning of a 
foreign schooner: The captain of one of them [the junks] was engaged6 to pilot the schooner 
up the river Ping Yangso, as he was acquainted with him previously… By this time the alarm 
had spread amongst the natives, they taking her for a pirate, and would not believe the pilot 
when he told them she was a peaceful trader. (The General Sherman was heavily armed.) All 
trade was stopped, and the natives began to collect in large numbers, when his friends on 
board the junk becoming alarmed, refused to allow him to go any further, saying that if he 
was killed, they would have no fact to return. He, therefore, left them…about half way up the 
river. They were still determined to proceed… However the other junk, it seems, did not 
reach Corea. On its nearing the coast, a junk put off, and warned them not to go in, as a 
foreign vessel, with all hands7, burnt, on which the junk returned to [China]. 
 
On the night of the 27th, two French missionaries, who had been concealed in the mountains 
in Corea, reached this place. They state that a foreign vessel was wrecked opposite Ping 
Yangso; after some fighting the natives and those on board the schooner, the natives 
succeeded by strategy in drawing the men on shore, when they were surrounded, and their 
hands tied behind their backs. They were then made to kneel down on the shore, and were 
decapitated. The missionaries report there were 20 thus put to death…. 

                                                 
4 schooner = a type of sailing ship usually used for trade during the 19th century 
5 junks = a type of Chinese trading ship 
6 engaged = hired 
7 hands = crew members 



DOCUMENT #3: INSTRUCTIONS TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS WITH  KOREA 
 
Excerpt of Letter from Secretary of State Hamilton Fish to Frederick F. Low (Minister to China) 
 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (December 5, 1870): 334-35. 
 
Date:  April 20, 1870, Washington, D.C. 
 
 
SIR:  It has been decided to authorize negotiations to be had with the authorities of Corea, for the 
purpose of securing a treaty for the protection of shipwrecked mariners, and to intrust the 
conduct of the negotiations to you.  Should the opportunity seem favorable for obtaining 
commercial advantages8 in Corea, the proposed treaty should include provisions to that effect; 
but the President principally aims in this mission to secure protection and good treatment to such 
seaman of the United States as may unhappily be wrecked upon those shores. 
 
The enclosed copies of the treaties concluded with Japan at Kanagawa in 1854, and at Yedo 
[Tokyo] in 1858, will serve to point out the kind of protection which you will seek to secure as 
well as the commercial articles which it may be desirable to enter into…. 
 
Little is known of the shores or internal waters of Corea, or of the people who inhabit that 
country.  Before leaving to carry out these instructions, you will endeavor to gather all the 
information on these subjects that can be obtained in Pekin [Beijing].  Some political connection 
exists between China and Corea, which may make it advisable for you to secure, in advance, the 
good will and, possibly, the good offices of the Pekin government.  You will, of course, do 
whatever can be done in that way. 
 
Admiral Rodgers [Commander of Asiatic Squadron] will receive instructions…to place at your 
disposal accommodation upon the flag-ship [U.S.S. Colorado], and to accompany you himself 
upon this mission, with a display of force adequate to support the dignity of this Government.  
You will maintain entire frankness and unreserved with Admiral Rodgers, conferring freely with 
him in every stage of the negotiations…. 
 
The Department relies upon you, in fulfilling these instructions, to exercise prudence9 and 
discretion, to maintain firmly the right of the United States to have their seaman protected, to 
avoid a conflict by force unless it cannot be avoided without dishonor, and to seek in all proper 
ways the harmonious and friendly assistance of the Chinese government…. 

                                                 
8 commercial advantages = trade advantages 
9 prudence = wisdom 



DOCUMENT #4: RESPONSE TO INSTRUCTIONS TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS  
WITH KOREA 

 
Excerpt of Response Letter from Frederick F. Low (Minister to China) to Secretary of State 
Hamilton Fish 

 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (December 5, 1870): 362-363. 
 
Date: July 16, 1870, Peking [Beijing] 
 
 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 9 [April 20, 1870 letter], with 
enclosures, instructing me to proceed, at such time as it may be convenient to the admiral 
commanding the Asiatic Squadron [Admiral Rodgers], to Corea, for the purpose of negotiating a 
treaty for the protection of shipwrecked mariners, and, if practicable, to secure commercial 
advantages10 also. Since my arrival in China I have endeavored to obtain all the information 
possible about Corea, but I regret to say that my efforts have met with little success. 
 
The Chinese government, will, I doubt not, lend its good offices in aid of our efforts in that 
direction, but it is questionable whether they will prove of much practical utility. 
 
Corea is substantially an independent nation. To be sure, it sends tribute to China annually, but 
from the best information I am able to obtain, the tribute is sent rather as a quid pro quo11 for the 
privilege of trading with the Chinese than as a governmental tribute. It is brought annually by 
land, and is accompanied by a large train of camels laden with Corean products, paper, ginseng, 
etc., for private trade and traffic. These trading expeditions are allowed to remain in Pekin 
[Beijing] three months in each year. 
 
Beyond these arrangements, which have been in existence many years, there seems to be no 
connection between China and Corea. China claims or exercises no control in any way over 
Corea, nor do the Coreans regard the Chinese as having any right to interfere or exercise any 
control over their governmental polity. 
 
The object aimed at, in connection with the proposed expedition, is well worth the effort, and I 
shall use all available means to make the negotiations a success…. 

                                                 
10 commercial advantages = trade advantages 
11 quid pro quo = one thing in return for another thing 



DOCUMENT #5: FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF U.S. FLEET’S ARR IVAL AT 
KANGHWA ISLAND, JUNE 1, 1871 

 
Excerpt of Letter from J.P. Cowles, to Frederick F. Low (Minister to China)  
 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (December 4, 1871): 123 to 124. 
 
Date: June 2, 1871, On Board the Flag-Ship USS Colorado, Near Isle Boisee12 
 
 
SIR: In accordance with your instructions, I yesterday joined Captain Blake upon the steamship 
Palos, to accompany a surveying expedition up the river Salee [part of the Han River] as an 
interpreter. You informed me that intercourse13 with the Coreans would be neither sought nor 
avoided; and that answer to civil inquiries about our purposes would be…to survey the 
approaches to the Seoul River…that we should land only at uninhabited points, and that all 
nations offer facilities for such surveys of their costs. 
 
The party14 started at noon of the 1st [of June], and consisted of the four steam-launches15…the 
Monocacy, …and the Palos…. The launches led and indicated the channel to the gunboats 
following…. 
 
Going northerly rapidly up the river, passing numerous forts to the left, on islands, and to the 
right on the mainland. At 2 p.m. we were passing around an elbow of land to the east of our 
generally northerly direction. As we were entering a whirl[pool]…full of eddies and ledges, and 
immediately under a fort [Chojijin Fortress] on the end of the elbow mentioned, mats and screens 
were suddenly alive with the discharge of eighty pieces of artillery directly into the launches 
which were under the forts. The launches, as fast as the whirl and eddies allowed, turned their 
howitzers [guns] to the fort, and threw in some eight rounds of shell. The gunboats, though in the 
midst of a perilous navigation, trained their guns on the fort, and the Monacacy’s 8-inch shell 
frightened the men in the batteries so much that they fled precipitately16, and…retreated to 
ravines and brush cover further back on the neck of the peninsula…. The launches and gunboats 
were swept rapidly past to above and to the rear of the batteries. There they anchored, and 
leisurely shelled the forts and ravines nearby. 
 
Some two hundred discharges of light and heavy guns must have been made in the ten minutes 
that the launches were beneath the forts, and how the launches escaped with only two wounded 
seems marvelous. The [Korean] guns were noticed as we returned, and lay nearly as thick 
together as gun to gun, and gun behind gun on the floor of an ordnance store…. The pluck17 of 
all engaged, but especially of the launches, words can do no justice to. Admiral Rodgers’s 
comment you must allow me as mine: “There is no lack of pluck in the American people.” 

                                                 
12 Isle Boisee = Mulch’i Island, where the U.S. fleet anchored to explore Ganghwa Island. 
13 intercourse = communication 
14 party = group from the Palos 
15 steam-launches = small, steam-powered boats 
16 precipitately = suddenly 
17 pluck = bravery or “guts” 



DOCUMENT #6: DESCRIPTION OF U.S. FLEET’S ARRIVAL AT  KANGHWA 
ISLAND, JUNE 1, 1871 

 
Excerpt of Letter from Frederick F. Low (Minister to China) to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish 
 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (December 4, 1871): 121 to 123. 
 
Date: June 2, 1871, On Board the Flag-Ship USS Colorado, Near Isle Boisee18 
 
 
SIR: Our peaceful operations looking to the opening of negotiations with Corea, met with a 
sudden and unexpected but not unprepared-for check yesterday. As had been previously 
announced to some officials19 that came on board, the Monacacy, Palos, and four steam-launches 
started yesterday to explore the passage northward between the mainland and the island of 
Kanghoa [Kanghwa]. These officials were informed that our intentions were peaceable, and that 
no one would be harmed or disturbed unless we were attacked; but that if the vessels or their 
crews were molested in their peaceful operations, force would be met by force. The admiral 
[Rodgers] placed the expedition under the immediate command of Captain Blake, 
and…instructed him to proceed cautiously, avoiding all menace, through the passage before 
referred to, taking careful soundings20, and making such scientific observations as would enable 
a correct chart of the channel to be made. Captain Blake was further instructed, in case a hostile 
attack were made, either upon his men or vessels, to reply by force, and destroy, if possible, the 
places and the people from whom the attack came; that any advantage gained should not be 
pursued by landing a force; but that he should quietly proceed…until he reached the northerly 
part of the island of Kanghoa, and, if found to be practicable, should go a few miles up the river 
Seoul [Han River], but not attempt to reach the capital. After doing this he was directed to return 
to the flag-ship and report the result of his proceedings…. 
 
The vessels of the expedition left the anchorage here at 12 o’clock, and steamed slowly, 
sounding as they went, without meeting or seeing any signs of hostile resistance until they 
reached a sharp point in the river indicated on the map as Fort du Conde [Chojijin Fortress]…. 
When the two vessels and three of the launches21 came directly in range of the two batteries22, 
situated opposite each other, one on either side of the river, the matting and brush which 
concealed the guns were suddenly thrown aside and a fire opened upon them…. 
 
The vessels silenced the batteries and drove the enemy [the Koreans] from their fortifications.23 
An unfortunate accident to the Monocacy, caused by striking upon a rock, induced Captain Blake 
to return and report the result before proceeding further….The events of yesterday convince me 
that the government of Corea is determined to resist all innovations and intercourse24 [with other 
countries] with all the power at its command, without regard to nationality, or the nature of the 
demands made… 

                                                 
18 Isle Boisee = Mulch’i Island, where the U.S. fleet anchored to explore Ganghwa Island. 
19 some officials = local Korean leaders 
20 soundings = measurements of water depth 
21 launches = small boats 
22 batteries = group of cannons 
23 fortifications = defenses 
24 intercourse = communication 



DOCUMENT #7: LOCAL KOREAN OFFICIAL’S RESPONSE TO TH E EVENTS OF 
JUNE 1, 1871 

 
Excerpt of an unsigned message from a local Korean official to the Americans. 
 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (December 4, 1871): 130-131. 
 
Date: June 3, 1871. Found attached to a pole on Guerriere Island25 and brought on board the USS 

Colorado. 
 
 
In the fourth month of year, Mow-chew [1868] Captain Febiger, captain of your honorable 
country’s admiral’s vessel, came and anchored in the Barrier Cantonment of…Ping-Yang 
province [near P’y� ngyang]. I was at that time the prefect. The communications between us 
offered no cause of offense, the one to the other, and the captain went away peacefully. 
 
Now, again, your honorable country’s vessels come and anchor within the borders of the 
prefecture of Foo-Ping [Ky� nggi], and truly in a different manner. I avail myself of this 
communication. Do not hold back on your valued reply. 
 
Our kingdom is placed east of the Eastern Sea. Your honored country is located west of the 
Western Ocean [the Pacific]. All winds and sands for the extent of more than 70,000 li  (23,000 
miles.) How can there ever have been vessels coming and going between us? From Tan-Chi 
[early Korean king] down these 4,000 years there has been no communication between your 
country and ours. It may then well be said that it is Heaven’s limitation that has placed us so 
remote from each other, and earth that has hung us so far apart as to cut us off from each other. 
 
In the autumn of the year Ping-Yin [1866] there suddenly arose a troublesome involvement [of 
us] in a matter of mutual concern. The destruction in the Ping-Yang river [of the General 
Sherman] was brought swiftly on by [their actions]…. 
 
There was formerly not a particle of ill feeling between us. Why should arms now drag us into 
mutual resentment? Yet unless destruction lead [you] to repentance, you will again be taking 
upon you to constantly return toward us. What affairs would you transact? …Will you wish to 
take possession of our land and people, or will you wish to…carry out friendly relations? If you 
are going to want us to give away land and people, then let me ask how can 3,000 li  [1,000 
miles] of river, hill, city, and country be lightly thrown away? If you will desire us to agree to 
negotiate and carry out friendly relations, then let me ask how can 4,000 years’ ceremonies, 
music, literature, and all things be, without sufficient reason, broken up and cast away? It does 
not consist with right… 
 
You do not hold the course of justice, but on the contrary, dare to consult mere expediency. 
Having experienced every difficulty and danger in tossing over billowy seas how long, let me 
ask, can you annoy (lit. ravage) district and prefecture? It would be better to mark out a right 
course of action and each remain peacefully in his own place. 

                                                 
25 Guerriere Island = Yuldo Island, located near Isle Boisee. 



DOCUMENT #8: ADMIRAL RODGERS ORDERS AN ATTACK ON KA NGHWA 
ISLAND FORTS, JUNE 9, 1871 

 
Excerpt of the attack orders from Admiral Rodgers to Commander H.P. Blake. 
 
Source: Foreign Relations of the United States (December 4, 1871): 135. 
 
Date: USS Colorado, Isle Boisee26 Anchorage, Korea, June 9, 1871. 
 
 
SIR: The attack to be made upon the Corean forts on the Salee River [part of Han River], which 
recently treacherously fired on surveying party, is committed to you. 
 
The attacking forces will consist of the Monocacy, Palos, the four armed steam-launches27, and 
the armed launches and boats of the fleet…. The vessels are to approach the point selected for 
anchorage, shelling the forts and drawing out the soldiers occupying them, before the boats are 
permitted to leave the ships to make the landing. 
 
When the enemy [the Korean’s] shall have been driven out of their works28, the force under 
Commander Kimberley will effect a landing, the armed launches supporting and covering the 
debarkation. The most serious difficulties which I apprehend lie in the natural obstacles of rocks, 
shoal water, and furious currents; and if it should be found impossible to hold the vessels in the 
position necessary to secure the boats and to cover the force on shore, you will embark the 
landing party at your discretion. 
 
The object sought in this expedition being simply to take and destroy the forts which have fired 
on our vessels, and to hold them long enough to demonstrate our ability to punish such offenses 
at pleasure, it is my present purpose to withdraw the whole force after a period of about twenty-
two hours has elapsed, or at the last of the flood-tide the day following the capture. 
 
Should you decide that the position gained may be held indefinitely long, or that there is a 
prospect of any material advantage in doing so, you will then, by steam launch, communicate 
with me. 
 
The only object sought by the expedition to this country is to make such a treaty as the minister 
has instructed by the [U.S.] government to secure, if he may; and you will therefore take 
advantage of any overtures29 which may be made toward peace, if they shall seem to you to offer 
a reasonable opportunity of attaining the ends which the Government has in view, or to afford a 
cover for the withdrawal of your force should that be desirable; referring, of course, the matter of 
terms to be granted to the minister and myself. All that I have here written has been amply 
discussed; but should incidents arise giving an unexpected complexion to the aspect of affairs, 
you must use your discretion…. [The attack took place the next day, June 10.] 

                                                 
26 Isle Boisee = Mulch’i Island, where the U.S. fleet anchored to explore Ganghwa Island. 
27 steam-launches = small, steam-powered boats 
28 their works = their forts 
29 overtures = proposals 



DOCUMENT #9: DRAFT OF TREATY OF AMITY BETWEEN THE U NITED STATES 
AND KOREA 

 
Below are excerpts of the treaty written, in part, by Admiral Shufeldt and modified by his 
Korean counterpart Li Hung-chang. 
 
Source: Park Il-Keun, ed. Papers of American Foreign Relations.  Seoul:  Shin Mun Dang 

Publishing, 1982: 925-927. 
 
Date:  1882, Chosen [Korea] 
 
 
The Kingdom of Chosen [Korea] and the United States of America, being sincerely desirous of 
establishing abiding relations of amity30 and friendship between their respective peoples, have 
therefore appointed; that is to say the King of Chosen…and the President of the United States…. 
 
Article I.   Chosen, being a dependent state of the Chinese Empire, has nevertheless hitherto 
exercised her own sovereignty in all matters of internal administration and foreign relations.  
After the conclusion of this treaty, the King of Chosen and the President of the United States 
shall treat with each other upon terms of perfect equality, and the subjects and citizens of the two 
nations shall maintain perpetual relations of friendship.  If other Powers31 deal unjustly or 
oppressively with either Government, the other shall render assistance and protection, or shall act 
as mediator in order to ensure the preservation of perfect peace. 
 
Article II.   After the conclusion of this treaty of commerce and amity, the High Contracting 
Powers, may each appoint a Diplomatic Representative at the court of the other, and may each 
point Consular Authorities32 at the open ports of the other, at their own convenience.  These 
officials shall have relations with the corresponding local authorities of equal rank upon a basis 
of mutual equality…. 
 
Article III.   If the vessels of either nation meet with crisis, weather, or are cast ashore upon the 
coast of the other, the local authorities upon being informed of the fact shall devise measures for 
their rescue and protection.  All reasonable facilities shall be offered by the local authorities of 
either country to vessels of war of the other to make necessary repairs and to purchase supplies at 
the ports open to trade.  But merchant vessels, except when forced by crisis of weather, shall not 
be allowed to enter ports not open to foreign trade, and shall be liable to penalties for violation of 
this provision. 
 
Article IV.   The subjects33 of Chosen who desire to shall proceed to the various ports of the 
United States for purposes of commerce, shall conform to the laws and regulations of the United 
States; and the United States agrees to grant them all the rights, privileges, and immunities which 
are accorded to the subjects or citizens of the most favored nation…. 
 

                                                 
30 amity = good will 
31 other Powers = other countries 
32 Consular Authorities = government trade officials 
33 subjects = citizens 



Article VI.   Subjects of Chosen who may visit the United States for purposes of commerce shall 
be permitted to reside and to rent, purchase, and construct residences or warehouses in all parts 
of the country.  They shall be permitted to traffic in all merchandise, raw and manufactured, that 
is not declared contraband34 by law.   
 
Citizens of the United States resorting to the open ports of Chosen, are permitted to reside at 
such ports to rent houses or land and to erect buildings, but no coercion or intimidation may be 
exercised.  The land thus leased remains an integral part of the Kingdom of Chosen and the 
administrative functions of the local authorities shall not be interfered with…. 
 
The importation of opium is strongly forbidden.  Persons who have it within the open ports shall 
be punished and the authorities of Chosen…. 
 
Article X.   This treaty and future official correspondence between the two contracting Powers 
shall be made, on the part of the Chosen in the Chinese language.  The United States shall either 
use the Chinese language, or if English is used it shall be accompanied with a Chinese version in 
order to avoid misunderstanding. 
 
The forgoing articles having been agreed upon by the Representatives of the High Contracting 
powers herewith, in the first instance signed and sealed by them in wishes where the King of 
Corea shall forward a copy to the Board of Rites of the Chinese Empire35, and shall ratify as 
above.  
 
The President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall ratify 
this instrument and the certificates of ratification shall be exchanged at a place to be named, and 
thereafter they shall be proclaimed in both countries in order that they may be known and 
observed.  

                                                 
34 contraband = illegal imports 
35 Board of Rites of the Chinese Empire = Part of the Chinese government that dealt with the affairs of vassal countries.  At the 

time of this treaty, Korea was still a vassal country of China. 



DOCUMENT #10: EXCERPTS OF ADMIRAL SHUFELDT’S ACCOUN T OF THE 
UNITED STATES’ EARLY RELATIONS WITH KOREA 

 
This account was written for a periodical called the Repository. 
 
Source: Park Il-Keun, ed. Papers of American Foreign Relations.  Seoul:  Shin Mun Dang 

Publishing, 1982: 886-889. 
 
Date:  January 29, 1887 
 
 
In December 1866 I [Admiral Shufeldt] was in command of the USS Wachusett lying in the 
harbor of Hong Kong, when the news reached Admiral Bell36 who commanded the American 
squadron on the China station, of the destruction of the American schooner37 and the massacre of 
her entire crew in some river in the northwestern part of Korea.  This information was brought to 
China by a French priest who escaped from Korea in a Chinese junk38, after the murder of his 
colleagues and their converts in that country. 
 
Admiral Bell immediately dispatched the Wachusett under my command, to Chefoo39 with 
orders after ascertaining all the particulars possible to go to the scene of the massacre, wherever 
it might be upon the coast of Korea.  I found that the General Sherman had sailed from Shanghai 
under the command of a certain Captain Preston, who was known as an adventurer and who was 
the only American citizen on board…. The ship was laden with muskets, powder, and other 
articles which were contraband40 and had evidently sailed on a marauding expedition….  
 
Taking the ship directly across from Chefoo, and after carefully navigating the unknown waters 
of the coast, we anchored, some time in January, opposite a small town…at the mouth of the Ta 
Tong River [south of Pyongyang].  From this point I addressed a letter to the King of Korea, 
asking him the reasons of the destruction of the General Sherman and the murder of the crew, 
expressing my surprise at the barbarism41 of the act, particularly as I knew that on the previous 
occasion of the shipwreck of an American vessel [the schooner Surprise], the government of 
Korea, had transported the crew…to the boundary of China where they safely reached their own 
country….Meanwhile we had also ascertained, that the point of our anchorage was not as we 
supposed at the mouth of the river where the affair occurred, this river…was about thirty miles 
north of us…. 

 
It may be as well to state here, that in the ensuing Spring (1867) the USS Shenandoah, under the 
command of Captain Febiger, did ascend the Ta Tong river, where he received a copy of the 
reply to my letter, the original having been sent to Peking [Beijing] to my address. This 
letter…bore such intrinsic evidence of the truth of its statements that both Captain Febiger and I 
were convinced that the attack upon the General Sherman was made by an unauthorized mob 
under strong provocation.  This letter was forwarded from Peking to Washington… 
 

                                                 
36 Admiral Bell = Henry H. Bell, commander of the United States’s naval forces, the “Asiatic Squadron”, 1865-1868 
37 schooner = a type of sailing ship usually used for trade during the 19th century 
38 junk = a type of Chinese sailing ship 
39 Chefoo = a city in northeast China 
40 contraband = illegal 
41 barbarism = extremely violent 



In 1871 a naval expedition, under command of Admiral John Rodgers and by the direction of the 
American Minister [ambassador] at Peking, Mr. Low, landed upon the coast of Korea42, made an 
attack upon the defenses at the mouth of the Han river, as a matter of reprisal43 for the burning of 
the General Sherman!  I was satisfied at the time, that if that unfortunate affair had been properly 
understood, this expedition would not have been undertaken.  It however accomplished nothing; 
on the contrary it was an obstacle in the way of obtaining a treaty [with Korea] by peaceful 
means, which intention I did not even then abandon. 

 
In 1878 I finally obtained consent of the Secretary of the Navy to take the 
USS Ticonderoga on a commercial and diplomatic cruise around the world—the final object 
being to make a Treaty of Amity44 with Korea….  I proceeded to Fusan [Pusan] and addressed a 
letter to the Government at Seoul, reminding the that government of my former letter in 
1886…and asking if a Treaty with America could be made for the protection of American life 
and property on the coast of Korea.  I found the Korean officials at Fusan very unwilling to enter 
into any intercourse45 whatever and the ship in fact, was placed in quarantine…and it was 
intimated that the times were not opportune for making a Treaty with a foreign Power…. 

 
The Ticonderoga arrived at San Francisco in Nov. 1880. I proceeded at once to Washington and 
through the earnest assistance of Mr. Blaine [the Secretary of State] I was sent to China [in 
1881]…with a secret authority, however, to make a Treaty with Korea.  It is needless to go into 
the particulars of the long delays which ensued, and which are apparently inseparable from 
Oriental diplomacy.  …After six months delay, a draft46 of the Treaty was made, on the basis of 
the independence of the Korean Kingdom.  The Korean commissioners returned to their own 
country and I, having the authority of the Secretary of the Navy to use a man-of-war47, went over 
[to Korea] on the USS Sientara.  Landing at the present site of Chemulpo [Kanghwa Island], and 
without any display of force…perfected the Treaty, a rough draft of which had been previously 
sent to Korea. 

 
A few days afterwards, the Koreans having provided a tent upon the point at Chemulpo, I landed 
with a staff of officers, and a small guard of men.  Having peacefully planted the American flag 
before the tent and to the tune of Yankee Doodle, I signed the first Treaty ever made between the 
Hermit Kingdom48 and any Western power…. I am very glad for the sake of our country that we 
were the pioneers in accomplishing the feat of bringing the last of the exclusive countries within 
the pale49 of Western Civilization…. 

                                                 
42 coast of Korea = more specifically near Kanghwa Island 
43 reprisal = revenge / payback 
44 Amity = good will 
45 intercourse = communication 
46 draft = rough copy 
47 man-of-war = an armed sailing ship 
48 Hermit Kingdom = a nickname given to Korea by Europeans because of that country’s la 
49 within in the pale = within in the influence of  
 



HANDOUT 3: PHOTOGRAPH DESCRIPTIONS  
 
The following is a list of selected photographs related to early contact between the United States 
and the Kingdom of Korea. This collection contains what may be some of the earliest 
photographs of Koreans in the nineteenth century and were taken during the 1871 Korean 
Expedition. The captions associated with each photo are taken from the originals found in the 
U.S. Naval Historical Center (NHC).  
 
 
PHOTO #1: Map of American naval operations in the Han River, Korea, June 1871: This 
map describes the amphibious assault initiated by the American forces on June 10 and ending on 
June 12, 1871. The assault began near Fort DuConde at the bottom of the map and moved north 
to Fort McKee. The action took place on Kanghwa Island at the mouth of the Han River, which 
passes through Seoul. Place names are those given by both the French and American expeditions 
to Korea. The Korean equivalents follow the foreign names: 
 

a. Fort DuConde = Choji-jin 
b. Fort Monocacy = Tokchin-jin 
c. Fort McKee = Kwangsongbo 
d. Salee River = Han River 

 
PHOTO #2: A Korean junk anchored in the Han River, 1871: The original photo scrapbook 
indicates this was a vessel used to transmit official correspondence between the American Fleet 
and Korean officials on the mainland.  
 
PHOTO #3: Koreans aboard a junk in the Han River, Korea, 1871: Possibly a photograph of 
the crew of the junk portrayed in Photo #2. The men’s identities are not identified by the NHC 
archive. 
 
PHOTO #4: Officers of the USS Colorado, off Korea, June 1871: A group photograph of part 
of the crew of the Asiatic Squadron’s flagship, the USS Colorado. The following notation on the 
back of the photograph identifies most of the participants: 
 

Number 4, Lieutenant Hugh McKee, was one of three Americans killed during the assault on 
Kanghwa Island. 



 
PHOTO #5: Frederick F. Low, U.S. Minister to China (right), Edward Drew, and 
interpreters on board USS Colorado, Korea, May-June 1871: As the ambassador to China, 
Frederick Low was the U.S. government’s chief diplomatic officer in East Asia during the 
Korean Expedition. Edward Drew was the Secretary at the U.S. Embassy in China. The other 
two men were interpreters for the expedition and appear to be Chinese; the photo’s original 
caption does not mention their identity. The Americans and Koreans used Chinese to 
communicate with each other. Low’s participation in the Expedition can be found in Documents 
#3, 4 and 6. 
 
PHOTO #6: U.S. gunboat USS Monocacy towing landing boats in the Han River, Korea, 
during the Korean Expedition, May-June 1871: The USS Monocacy was one of several 
gunboats that were part of the Korean Expedition. The ship was built in Baltimore shortly after 
the U.S. Civil War and was involved in the protection of American commercial vessels in East 
Asian waters. On June 1-2, 1871 the Monocacy and another U.S. ship participated in the 
Expedition’s initial exploration of the Han River between Kanghwa Island and the mainland (see 
Photo #1 and Document #5). In this picture it is seen towing the small launches mentioned in 
Document #5. In addition to assisting the amphibious landing, the Monocacy also used its guns 
to bombard the Korean forts during the June 10-11 assault. 
 
PHOTO #7: Group of Koreans aboard USS Colorado at the time of the Korean Expedition, 
1871: This picture was taken aboard the Expedition’s flagship. From the original photograph’s 
captions it is not clear whether this image was taken before, during or after the assault on 
Kanghwa Island. Some sources describe the men as the Korean government’s emissaries to the 
American fleet, while others identify them as prisoners captured during the attack and brought 
onboard the Colorado for medical treatment. Note the difference in costume of the man standing 
near the center of the picture. 
 
PHOTO #8: Three Koreans Onboard the USS Colorado, in the Han River, Korea, 1871: 
Another image of Koreans aboard the Colorado. Again, it is not clear when this photograph was 
taken during the Expedition.  
 
PHOTO #9: View inside Fort McKee, after its capture on 11 June 1871: Two hundred forty-
three Koreans and three Americans were killed in action: This photo reveals the uneven results 
of the assault on the Kanghwa Island forts. While the Korean forces were superior in numbers, 
the more advanced weaponry of the American forces permitted the disproportionate number of 
casualties as shown here. Called Kwangsongbo by the Koreans, it was renamed Fort McKee by 
the Americans to honor Navy Lieutenant Hugh McKee who died as part of the first group of U.S. 
soldiers to enter the fortifications.  
 
PHOTO #10, Corporal Charles Brown and Private Hugh Purvis, with Captain McLane 
Tilton, USMC, onboard USS Colorado, off Korea, June 1871: Both soldiers pictured here 
won the Medal of Honor for capturing the flag in the background during the attack on Fort 
McKee. The flag was taken by the Americans as a trophy for the battle and is currently on 
exhibit at the U.S. Naval Academy’s history museum. Some sources claim that the character on 
the flag identifies the Korean commander of the fort. 



PHOTO #1: MAP OF AMERICAN NAVAL OPERATIONS IN THE H AN RIVER 
KOREA, JUNE 1871 

COURTESY OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS, MARINE CORPS PHOTO# 521480 



PHOTO #2: A KOREAN JUNK ANCHORED IN THE HAN RIVER, 1871 
COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63557 

 
 

 



PHOTO#3: KOREANS ABOARD A JUNK IN THE HAN RIVER, KO REA, 1871 
COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63668  

 
 

 



PHOTO #4: OFFICERS OF THE USS COLORADO, OFF KOREA, JUNE 1871 
COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63679 

  



PHOTO #5: FREDERICK F. LOW, U.S. MINISTER TO CHINA (RIGHT) 
 EDWARD DREW AND INTERPRETERS ON BOARD USS COLORADO 

KOREA, MAY-JUNE 1871. 
COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63676 

 



PHOTO #6: U.S. GUNBOAT USS MONOCACY TOWING LANDING BOATS IN THE 
HAN RIVER, KOREA DURING THE KOREAN EXPEDITION 

MAY-JUNE 1871. 
COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH66306 

 



 

PHOTO #7: GROUP OF KOREANS ABOARD USS COLORADO AT THE TIME OF 
THE KOREAN EXPEDITION, 1871 

COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH66312 



PHOTO #8: THREE KOREANS ONBOARD THE USS COLORADO 
IN THE HAN RIVER, KOREA, 1871 

COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63670 

 



PHOTO #9: VIEW INSIDE FORT MCKEE, AFTER ITS CAPTURE  ON 11 JUNE 1871. 
TWO HUNDRED FORTY-THREE KOREANS AND THREE AMERICANS  WERE 

KILLED IN THE ACTION 
COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63666 

 



PHOTO #10: CORPORAL CHARLES BROWN AND PRIVATE HUGH PURVIS, WITH 
CAPTAIN MCLANE TILTON, USMC, ONBOARD USS COLORADO, OFF KOREA, 
JUNE 1871.  IN THE BACKGROUND IS THE KOREAN MILITAR Y FLAG 
CAPTURED IN THE ATTACK ON FORT MCKEE ON 11 JUNE [18 71].  BROWN AND 
PURVIS WON THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR TAKING THIS FLAG  

COURTESY OF THE NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER, PHOTO# NH63680 
 

 

 


