FAMOUSKOREANS: TEN PORTRAITS

GRADES: High School
SUBJECT: Social Studies, History
TIME REQUIRED: Three to five class periods

OBJECTIVES:
» Have an appreciation of people who have helpedestiaphistory and culture of Korea.
* Become aware of some of the most important ever®rean history.
» Understand important dimensions of Korean culture.
» Examine various leadership styles.

MATERIALS REQUIRED:
Handouts on the ten individuals (attached)

PROCEDURE:

1. Divide the class into ten groups, one for eachrpirt

2. Have each group construct or draw a monument whilthllustrate the significance of
the group’s individual. Have each group develgbogan for their individual as well.

3. Members of each group should present their monumstagan and act out their
character’s story.

4. After all students have completed their presentati@ave a class discussion on what
these individuals illustrate about Korean histdmptighout the ages. Who do they think
is the most significant of the individuals for Karand why?

EVALUATION:
Evaluate students’ ability to properly portray thiedividuals and their participation in the class
discussion. Have them write an essay on whatd¢hayearn about Korean history through at

least three of these lives.



PORTRAITSOF TEN FAMOUSKOREANS:

Portrait 1: Queen Sondok (Reigned 632-647 CE)

| am the ruler of Silla, one of the three kingdoorsthe Peninsula. | am the first woman to
become a queen in Korea. My father, King Chinp’yomigned for 50 years, but had no sons to
inherit the throne. Because | am his eldest daughteecame queen when he died. | also hold
my position of authority because of a system thest Bxisted for centuries. It is called the
hereditary bone rank system, in other words, bioedll am a member of the Kim clan. If you

have the name of Kim, | may be one of your ancestor

For over one thousand years only two other queemswed my authority and influence.

Why am | one of the few women to have authoritykKiarean history? During my reign
Confucianism still had minimal influence. In SiNee had no prejudice against women rulers.
My people believed in Buddhism, Daoism and Shammanis

| am very kind, respectful, wise, and far-sightieaim known for my powers to predict the future.
The people of Silla are fortunate to have me fairtteader. The Korean Peninsula is a very
violent place. We struggle with two other rival gdoms, Kogury and Paekche. Paekche, under
King Mu, is intent upon destroying Silla. The kimgd of Kogury is so strong that it even
defeats the forces of the emperor of T'ang ChinhelKogury and Paekche ally against Silla,

| seek help from the T’ang dynasty. Thus, | wilitiste a pro-T’ang policy that will help pave
the way for the unification of the peninsula un8éla.

In spite of the fact that | have to worry about tlefense and security of my kingdom and also a
plot to usurp my throne, | dedicate myself to imying the life of my people. Because | value
the importance of education, | send students ton&hd receive the best education possible.
Even though my reign is relatively short, therenisch cultural and religious advancement.

Under my direction the Buddhist temple of Punhwangshe nine-tiered pagoda of
Hwangnyongsa, and one of the oldest astronomicsg¢rehtories in the world, Ch’'omsongdae,
were completed. In your time this observatory i sbnsidered one of the most important
structures in Korea. | ordered the construction tbé famous nine-tiered pagoda of
Hwangnyongsa to protect us from foreign invasiolkhough it does protect us, it will be
destroyed during the Mongol invasions of the tleintty century. However, enough of the
foundation remains that you can still get an ide#sdformer glory. If you travel to Korea, come
to Kyongju, the ancient capital of the Silla, anaiycan see the mounds covering the tombs
where our leaders are buried. You will be impredsgdhe splendid gold crowns, necklaces,
pendants, and earrings that have been discoveredriburial mounds. These are just a few of
the treasures of my reign. They exemplify a goldge in Korean history.



Portrait 2: Wang Kon (877-943)
In 918 | founded the Korydynasty, a unified kingdom that was to last ovaurfand a half
centuries. Even though my reign is brief, whatHiace is very impressive.

My name is Wang Kon. Because | am the founder gifeat dynasty, when | die my reign title
becomes T’'aejo, meaning “great progenitor.” | cdroen a rich family. My father is a merchant
and has a very successful business trading witha&ChWe live in Kaegyong, now Kaesong, in
what you call North Korea. Although my childhood fisancially secure, the times are very
difficult. Warfare is constant and continues on pleminsula for nearly 50 years. Unified Silla,
founded in 668, one of the most advanced natiotisarworld, is now weak, and rival kingdoms
are again warring against each other on the Pdninsbecome a well-known rebel leader and
challenge the power of Silla.

| fight with Kungye, a former monk turned soldién, a contest for domination of the Korean
Peninsula. In 901 | help to found the Kingdom ofdraKogury , and Kungye becomes king.
When | impress him with several important navaltai@s, he appoints me his chief minister.
Kungye, however, becomes a tyrant and commits ncamgl acts. He even kills his wife and
children. With the backing of my generals, we olwextv him.

| become king in 918 and establish a new kingdoth tiie capital in Kaesong. | name it Kory
a shortened form of the name of Koguryt means “high mountains and sparkling waterh& T
name of Korea comes from Kory

Even though | am king, my biggest challenges ategge€ome, as | desire to unify the Korean
Peninsula. By 936 my armies defeat Later PaekcldeSlte. When another kingdom called
Parhae is destroyed by invading Khitan armies, nwdrtlge ruling families flee to Kory | know
that in order to build a kihngdom and maintain powéave to treat people with generosity. To
secure my position, | give land to the Parhae reolifer this | know | will obtain their lifelong
support. After | defeat Silla, | give the king ayhigovernment position and large landholdings in
Kyongju. People from defeated Later Paekche ankh Sérve in important positions in the
bureaucracy. | even marry a Silla princess. In tiag/ | bring order and establish a unified
kingdom.

Still, I have to be wary of the castle lords whe ased to being quite independent. These people
have helped me gain victories on the battlefield. @nhsure their support | arrange many
marriages between families throughout Kqrgnd in some cases | give them the royal surname
to establish new ties.

After consolidating my power, | incorporate Cheglahd into my kingdom and enlarge the
territory to the north toward the Yalu River. Mamyilitary forts are constructed, and public
works programs begin. Before | die, | leave my sssors my final testament, “The Ten
Injunctions,” a list of rules to guide the natidtere are a five of them:

1. The success of our state depends on the favorratecpon of Buddha.
2. Temples and monasteries are to be built accordiniget principles of geomancy.
3. If the eldest son is not worthy of the crown, ibshd be given to the second son. If he is



not worthy, choose the brother the people thirtkésmost qualified.

4. ltis very difficult for the king to win over thegople. For this reason, give heed to
sincere criticism and banish those with slandetongues. If sincere criticisms are
accepted, there will be virtuous and wise kings.

5. In preserving a household or a state, one showldyasl be on guard to avoid mistakes.
Read widely in the classics and in history. Taleghst as a warning for the present.

Portrait 3: King Sejong (1397-1450)

| am born on May 15, 1397, the grandson of T'a#je, founder of the Choa kingdom, a
kingdom that lasts even longer than the Kokingdom. | am born near the Kyongbok Palace, a
palace that you can visit in Seoul today. My oldastther is supposed to become king, but is
passed over in my favor. | am highly motivatedeiasted in learning, and widely read. It may
sound strange to you, but | am married at age 12 girl two years older than I. This is the
custom in my day and prevailed until the early gezrthe twentieth century.

When | am 22, the king, who is very impressed with, decides that | should become the crown
prince. In 1419, | assume the throne, and my re&gronsidered the high point of the Chos
kingdom. Indeed, the whole of the fifteenth centigrynarked by noticeable cultural and political
achievements.

| am praised for my commitment to my country. lecdeeply about my people, devote my life to
establishing good government, and develop waysnfwave the quality of life for everyone. |
am admired for my mastery of the Confucian clasdicg | am in my later years a devout
Buddhist, especially after the death of my wifearh fascinated by the world of science,
especially astronomy. During my reign we chart teltetions as well as refine rain gauges,
various sundials, and water clocks. Because ounanyg is based on agriculture, it is important
that we find ways to improve agricultural produatioHandbooks to improve agricultural
production and medical books are completed in mmgtiTo protect our homeland from invaders,
our technicians develop new forms of cannon aritiieayt

| believe my responsibility is to seek out talenfgzbple and to train them in the art of good
government according to the Confucian classics.eQhey are trained, it is important to give
them tasks that will fully utilize their talentsestablish an excellent library and select verg abl
scholars who devote all of their time to improvitige quality of education. | also seek out
talented people in the countryside and make swaethiese people get appropriate recognition
from their provincial governor. These people alsorkvin government or in posts that are
appropriate for their abilities.

My main goal is to find ways for my people to be@omore literate. We use the Chinese system
of writing, which involves memorizing thousands atfaracters that are very complicated and
difficult to learn. | decide to develop a simpledagffective system of writing. What is created is

hangul a phonetic writing system that is very scientdied easy to learn. Koreans now have
their own system of writing. This is my greatest@aplishment.



| have many other interests. | desire to have & vaitten to help the common people become
more successful farmers. This leads to a farmaisdhook that improves farming techniques
and increases production. | am also very conceafedit the health of my people. Under my
direction a medical dictionary and an encycloped@awritten. The encyclopedia, in 85 volumes,
consists of medical treatments to cure nearly 1,88@ases. Some of the treatments include
herbal prescriptions and acupuncture. | also preradi music, astronomy, science and practical
inventions. | am credited with developing a raiugg 200 years before a similar instrument is
developed in Europe. | also advance the use of bievgpe. You might not know that Koreans
invented movable type nearly 200 years before Gagten | also have some impressive political
achievements. | am able to defeat the Japanesepindio are menacing our coasts and also
extend the territory of Chos up to the Yalu River, the border of North Koreday. | also try to
raise the moral standards of my country.

Portrait 4: Admiral Yi Sun-shin (1545-1598)

| am Admiral Yi Sun-shin, one of the most famouditariy heroes in Korean history. | am well
known as the inventor of the turtle ship, an iradcivarship that looks like a turtle. | use this
ship to defeat the Japanese at a time when th@s sind armies are causing death and
destruction throughout our country. | am a briltianilitary strategist, a great patriot and a
defender of Korea.

| am born into an impoverishegangban (aristocrat) family, but through hard work and
determination | become a very respected man. At Bégin to learn about the military arts
through self-study, and | work hard as an apprerntbcmanufacturers of weapons. When | am 28,
| take the government examinations to become damylofficer. During the practical part of the
exam, | fall off my horse and fail the exam. | agvdstated. | disappoint my family and know
that | now will have to wait four long years befdre next exam. Finally, at age thirty-two, |
pass the exam. | am commissioned as a junior offind go on assignment in a far away place
along the Tumen River on the northern border ofegorl hold various posts in different
locations, but then | am promoted to commander p&weal station in Cholla province. It is in
this capacity that | achieve fame by defeating Xapanese in their invasion in 1592 under the
direction of their great conqueror Toyotomi Hidelyos

Before Hideyoshi's anticipated invasion, | build faynous turtle ship. | create the world’s first
ironclad long before your Monitor of Civil War famBly first ship is nearly 65 feet long, 15
feet wide amidships, with sides nearly eight faghhOn the sides are portholes through which
cannons are fired to blow the Japanese out of eéterwThick iron plates with iron spikes on
the deck will prevent the enemy from boarding. Ehisra fearsome dragon’s head on the bow
of the ship. By burning a combination of sulfur asaltpeter, clouds of smoke are emitted
through the dragon’s head and create a proteativdkes screen.

In 1592, when my Turtle Ships engage with the Japanwe manage to cut off their source of
supplies. We easily destroy 26 of their 30 shipsldahd, guerrilla armies are formed; aristocrats,
peasant farmers, Buddhist monks, women, and sfaylestogether with Ming troops and force

the Japanese to retreat. Five years later Hideyossi again and launches a second invasion.
This time we are even better prepared. | only He&/ships, but | lure the Japanese into a narrow



strait. We wait patiently for them to enter thermh@l and when they do, we destroy their ships, a
fleet of over 300 strong! As the enemy retreatstray bullet hits me and | die. The great
Hideyoshi also dies soon after. The war is now oierea has been saved. Japan’s forces retreat
to their home islands and will now pursue a pobéysolation for 250 years. Only in 1853 with
the force of one quarter of the United States naillyJapan open her ports to the world.

Though my victory is many years old, it pleasestha | remain one of Korea’s great heroes.
When you visit Seoul, you will see a statute of shyp and me in downtown Seoul. And if you
visit the Korean War Memorial Museum, you will fimdmagnificent replica of my famed turtle
ship.

Portrait 5: Shin Saimdang (1504-1551)

Famous people are not necessarily kings, queensildary heroes. My pen name is Shin
Saimdang, and | am perhaps the most respectedaamous woman in Korean history. | am
primarily admired for being the ideal mother, wéfied daughter. | am also famous because | am
a recognized painter, calligrapher, embroiderer poet. My son, Yi | (Yulgok), is one of the
most celebrated Confucian scholars in our history.

| grow up in a city on the east coast of Korea. Mafsmy life is lived during the reign of King
Chungjong, who is a benevolent ruler. My father &asaristocratic heritage. | have no brothers,
but | have four sisters. | am the second oldest.idgne is Shin Yi-son. | take a pen name,
Saimdang (pronounced Sa-Im-Dang), from a famousy sdbout a Chinese woman who is
known for her honesty and wit.

My parents are determined to educate their daughMthen | am very young, they are
convinced that | have artistic talent. | have asieal education; that is, | am schooled in the
Confucian classics. | am particularly interestecCionfucian philosophy, which teaches me the
value of knowledge and influences me greatly. | wstill this value in my children. Confucius
also teaches me about filial piety. What does mémn? First, it means that one should respect
one’s parents. Children should respect their parantl follow their parents’ wishes with proper
attitude and behavior. Second, children should t@rtheir parents. Children owe their lives and
upbringing to parents, and when they become adiiits; should support and wait on their
parents. Third, when parents die, filial piety ragiiced again in the form of funeral rituals and
ancestral memorial rites. Fourth, carrying on thmify line is essential for filial piety. The
Korean family system is patrilineal. For a son, thest important filial act is marrying and
producing a son. Filial piety is the behavioralmarf traditional life and remains the foundation
of Korean behavioral norms.

At an early age | prepare for the responsibilibé®eing a wife and mother. | marry when | am
19. My husband, who is distantly related to theagreval hero Admiral Yi Sun-shin, becomes a
scholar and serves as a government official. EReagh | am very happily married, | am deeply
saddened in my first year of marriage because may fdg¢her dies. According to custom, | will
mourn my father for three years. After this my harsib and | will move to live with his family
some distance away from my village and my widowesthar. It is difficult, but | travel the
countryside between these two villages in orddulfdl my obligations to my mother.



| have seven children, four sons and three daughidy son Yulgok is my third child. | am 32
years old when he is born. | realize immediatebt this child is brilliant and commit myself to
his education in the Confucian classics. He madtesclassics by age seven and is writing
beautiful poetry when he is eight. He continuesirttaze me into his teens with his fascination
for the classics and his dedication to learningeWham 47, my husband is given a position as
tax official in another province. He takes Yulgakdahis brother with him. While they are gone,
| become very ill and die.

Even though | am a celebrated poet in my day, tmty of my poems survive. One of them is
about my mother. | am famous for my calligraphyd @even pieces of my work still exist. My
landscape paintings are widely praised. Today #reystill appreciated and are considered to be
great Korean treasures.

A statue now honors me in Sajik Park in downtowonubeand a street in Seoul is named after
me. There is a shrine to my son and me near my h&wen though my accomplishments may
seem small to you, | take pride in the fact thhtaVe served as a role model for the women of
Korea for nearly 500 years.

Portrait 6: Kim Ku (1876-1949)

| am Kim Ku. | am known as one of the most famotikorea’'s independence fighters. | am
well known for my role in the March 1, 1919, Indedence Movement; my role in the creation
of the provisional government in Shanghai, Chinajrd) the Japanese occupation of Korea; and
for my anti-Japanese activities during the colomietupation from 1910 to 1945. | am also
remembered for my autobiography written under my p@&me Paekpom. This book has become
a classic.

| am born in 1876 in a province that is now pariNoirth Korea. My parents are quite poor, but
they are determined that I, their only son, wilk gegood education. As a child | learn the
Chinese classics to prepare for the government meions. | should have passed these exams
but failed through no fault of my own. At this tinme Korean history, the Chos kingdom is
very corrupt. Many people who have money bribeatndorities in order to pass the exams. | am
very disillusioned by the conditions that existnity youth, so | become politicized at an early
age.

| become a member of the Tonghak (Eastern Learmmmjement, which is a quasi-religious
movement established in the late nineteenth centumyas formed in reaction to government
corruption, social injustice and the poverty of gheasants. Tonghak combines concepts of
Daoism, Neo-Confucianism, Catholicism and ShamaniB@cause the founder’s activities
appear threatening to the Choskingdom, he is brutally murdered. His death osdefore | am
born, but | am sensitive to what is happening tocmyntry and become involved in the Tonghak
Rebellion in 1894. | am only 18 at the time, buiecome part of a peasant army, the largest
peasant rebellion in Korean history. Our army figho protect the country from foreign
incursions and to create a more egalitarian sodigtgbolishing thezangban(aristocrat) class
system. Unfortunately, the Chas government and the Japanese army defeat usenes ®f
battles. There are many casualties, and our leatlensut to death.



The following year, 1895, the Japanese brutallydauour ruler, Queen Min. She is a shrewd
and powerful woman who tries in these desperatedita gain the support of Russia to protect
Korea from exploitation by Japan. | am in Manchuwatahe time she is murdered, but | am so
incensed that | return to Seoul to avenge her deatth | kill a Japanese soldier. | am arrested
and imprisoned in Inchon but escape a year lated909, | am again imprisoned for being
involved in the assassination of a Japanese dffiiao in 1905 played an active role in forcing
us to sign an agreement by which Korea became teqtonate of Japan. We lose our freedom
because of this agreement, and it paves the waguiocolonization by Japan. | spend the next
five years in jail. When released, | spend the riewt years conducting anti-Japanese activities
throughout my country.

In 1910 Japan annexes Korea. For the next 35 yeg@n occupies Korea. To this day there is
bitterness between the two countries. In the fpstiod of colonization, newspapers are
suspended, political parties abolished, and p@dsembly made illegal. All authority is invested
in the governor-general who is appointed by the enmpof Japan. He controls the military and
civil police, makes all the laws, oversees the giadisystem, has control over finances, and
makes all appointments. Koreans who are well eédcahd experienced in government can no
longer serve. The Japanese are convinced thaitoner Korea is vital to their defense and the
economic well-being of their nation.

In 1919, as part of the Independence Movemengvetrto Shanghai to help create a provisional
government in exile. In 1927 | am made leader @& thody. | also help to form the Korean
Independence Party and am selected as the chaghisnexecutive council. In addition, | help
establish an army to help the Allies defeat Japamd World War II. | have little patience with
Communism and its revolutionary programs. After tinr, | work hard to influence postwar
development. | am absolutely opposed to the dimisiokorea.

My ideas of government and methods to maintainyuoit the peninsula clash with those of
Syngman Rhee. Although | have the credentials ttheeresident, | am less tolerant than Rhee
of people who have collaborated with the Japanesmgl the occupation. In 1948, | seek to
resolve the problems between North and South anet mvgh Kim Il-sung. These talks are
considered a failure. When | return to Seoul, | atent on boycotting the U.N.-sponsored
elections. | oppose these elections because théjead to the permanent division of Korea. |
continue to argue with Syngman Rhee, but he prewaid is elected president in May 1948. A
month later, | am assassinated by an army lieuteham shot in the head and in the stomach.
Not until 1992 does someone come forth and adnwégonent involvement in my death.

Today there is a large statue of me on Namsan Maurnh a park in central Seoul. An
association works to keep my name alive, supportexdensive library, and displays material
related to my life and efforts to keep Korea fred anified.

Portrait 7: Yu Kwan-sun (1904-1920)
| am one of Korea’s most famous independence fighteam very young, just 16 years-old, but
people believe that | contribute significantly keetindependence movement against Japan. | am




enraged by what has happened to our country ddin@gyccupation and organize and provoke
people to resist Japanese colonialism. | help flarMarch 1, 1919 demonstration, a nonviolent
protest similar to your Martin Luther King’s civiights march on Washington in 1963. We catch
the Japanese completely by surprise, a tributeitecareful organization as well as to the overly
confident police. The peaceful demonstration sparksationwide movement in the following
months and involves over one million people. Masstlemonstrations on this scale are
unprecedented, and it is clear that the Japaneseotahink we are capable of such a
concentrated effort.

We suffer greatly under Japanese rule. The idealiswioodrow Wilson and his Fourteen Points
raise our hopes at the end of World War I. We belieperhaps naively, that Wilson’s
proclamation of self-determination for subjugatedoples will somehow lead to Korean
independence. Our hopes are very high.

The leaders of the movement write a declaratiomdépendence, expressing our desire to be
free and independent. Thirty-three Korean natist&kign this document. | will read part of the
final paragraph to you.

“We have arisen now. Conscience is on our side,tartd guides our way. All of us, men and
women, young and old, have firmly left behind the west of darkness and gloom and head for
joyful resurrection together with the myriad livitigings. The spirits of thousands of generations
of our ancestors protect us; the rising tide ofld/@onsciousness shall assist us. Once started,
we shall surely succeed. With this hope, we maocidrd.”

Three years before the demonstrations began | &tariding the Ewha Girls School in Seoul,
one of Korea’s earliest schools for women. | stwdyy hard and become known as someone
with firm convictions and commitment. When | retutome during the summers to my small
village, | teach local villagers to read and exptbean to Western science and geography, which
is very different from the traditional Chinese cli@sl education they are receiving.

In 1919 the determination to be independent fropadaeaches a climax when King Kojong,
who abdicates his throne in 1907, dies in Seouldaramors he has been poisoned by the
Japanese. My classmates and | join the nation msowow for the king. Leaders of the
independence movement decide to capitalize on thednof the country and agree to massive
demonstrations on March I, two days before the’kifigneral.

When my friends and | get copies of the declarabbimdependence, we pledge that we will
participate in a mass demonstration in Pagoda Padowntown Seoul. Our principal strongly
advises the students not to participate. Howewvenyarch 1, seven of us cut class and join the
crowd at Pagoda Park. A few days later | join thetgsts, but this time | am arrested for a short
time.

When the governor-general closes all the schoofeioul because of the unrest, | return to my
hometown where | convince my brother and severahdis to hold a rally similar to the one in
Pagoda Park. With the help of members of a locatdaf | begin to organize a demonstration. |



travel from village to village to get additional pport. | announce that the signal for the
demonstration to begin will be a lighted torch fréme mountaintop. | personally light the torch
and carry it to the mountaintop.

The next day | address a crowd assembled in thkehplace. We wave the national flag, which
is outlawed by the Japanese government. We shoutdependence. The police appear and
shoot down many people. My parents are among teeté be killed. They arrest many people,
including me.

| am tortured for many days. Then | am transfetced prison in Kongju. | am later tried, found
guilty, and sentenced to three years in prisoneioug Prison life is very difficult for me. After a
period of torture and suffering, | die. My last wierare “Japan shall fall.” The Japanese then tear
my limbs from my body. | die along with an estinth#®500 others in demonstrations that sweep
the country in a period of ten months. There ap@pmately 45,000 arrests.

The movement fails terribly. Our country will na¢ Independent until the Japanese are defeated
in 1945. The twentieth century is a time of teeisbrrow for my people: occupation, war, and
political division. Yet we never give up hope todeanified nation.

| am glad that | am remembered for my role in astdny. | am often called the Korean Joan of
Arc. | give hope to my people when they need itiiest. There is a shrine in my memory in

Ch'onan, the village of my birth. | am buried oretmountain where | carried the torch for

freedom many years before. In Seoul there is asstaitmy famous pose, arm outstretched, torch
in hand.

Portrait 8: Chung Ju Yung (1915-2001)

My story is one of rags to riches. My father isim@e farmer who thinks his eldest son, the
oldest of eight children, will someday take oves tamily farm. | have other ideas. | run away
from home at a very young age and ultimately becarb#lionaire and the richest man in Korea.
| achieve success because | take great risks aridweoy hard to build a business empire. | am
the founder of Hyundai Company. My accomplishmentske me rich, famous, and at times
controversial; but most importantly | contributeegtly to what is called the miracle on the Han
River. One of the poorest countries in the worlty@ageneration ago, South Korea is now the
United States’ eighth-largest trading partner anthé eleventh-largest economy in the world!

Korea has been a backward agricultural countryl wetiy recently. When | am a child most
Koreans are farmers. In spite of that fact, mydaik able to give his children a basic education.
| study Chinese until | am ten and then attendcallechool for five years. This is essentially my
only formal education. Our farm has been in theilfafior many generations. Because | do not
want to spend my life on a farm, | decide to rumagwo Wonson, a city that is now in North
Korea. | get work in construction, building roadsdaailways. Even though the days are long
and hard, | take some classes at night. All thdsemhen my father finds me and takes me back
to the family farm.

When | am 19, | run away again. This time | take litile bit of money | have saved and ride the



train to Seoul. | cannot find a job in Seoul, svavel to Inchon, a large port city, where 1 find

work on the docks. After a while, | return to Seanld work as a delivery boy at a rice mill. |

advance in the company and eventually become akieepler; this position turns out to be

invaluable for me when I go into business mysedivéntually open my own rice store, which is
quite successful. Unfortunately, Japanese colg@uhties establish a rice rationing system. This
forces me out of business.

In 1938, when | am 23 years-old, | marry a youngnaa, Byun Joong-suk, who is then just 16.

We begin a family and ultimately have eight childr&éhen, when | am 25, | return to Seoul and

work hard and establish an auto repair busineswitiglafter | began to be successful, but a fire

destroys my business. | am unemployed and in debithave a family to support. Determined to

be successful, | open another auto repair shop4®;lthe year of Korean liberation and the year
that World War 1l ends. This time my financial sass is to be permanent. | now open a bigger
shop, the Hyundai Auto Repair Company.

| remember from my work experiences as a youth thatconstruction business can be very
profitable. | also recognize the golden opportutiitgt postwar construction will bring. In 1947,

| decide to branch out and start the Hyundai Cantttn Company, which over the years grows
into a highly profitable and highly regarded busseDuring Syngman Rhee’s presidency (1948-
60) | get some really big breaks. During the Kor®éar, | carry supplies to American bases on
half-ton trucks, and build Quonset huts and refuggttements. After the war | land some major
construction projects, including the rebuildingtloé Han River Bridge that was destroyed during
the Korean War.

During the Park Chung-hee administration (1961-V8mpress the president and receive
contracts to build dams, power stations and majginviays. By 1962, Hyundai is the largest
construction company in Korea. | am particularlyiglged when we are selected to build the
Seoul-Pusan Expressway, the main road linking #petal to the major southern port in South
Korea. During the Vietham War, Hyundai and otherdém construction companies become the
chief contractors for the U.S. army in South Vietnand later make use of their Vietham
contacts and experience to expand into the intemeatconstruction business in the Middle East.
By 1972, the company is worth $64 million and spitb six subsidiaries. Between 1974 and
1979, our construction sales in the Middle Eastwamd®o more than $6 billion. Later, | expand
into the automobile, petrochemical, and semicormuadustries. Hyundai enterprises continues
to flourish. By the mid-1980Bortune magazine reports that Hyundai is one of the fifisgest
firms in the world.

In 1977 | am elected chairman of the FederatioKaan Industries and am reelected to four
more two-year terms as the head of the Korean bssicommunity. Realizing that | am very
lucky to achieve such financial success, | estalihe Asan Foundation and give a large portion
of Hyundai stocks to fund it. This foundation funsisholarships for research and works to
improve health care for the underprivileged. | atsdp Seoul win the right to host the 1988
Olympic Games.

In the 1990s, in spite of my advancing age, | det¢cadenter politics. Although | am defeated for
the presidency against Kim Young-sam, | do sunpgisi well in winning a seat in the National



Assembly.

My wife and I live in a rather modest home neardheient Kyongbok Palace in downtown
Seoul. If you are interested in my career, you rinvgdint to read my autobiograpMany Trials,
But No Failures My philosophy has always been that “wheneverelaee difficulties, you grit
your teeth and go on,” and this is how | have limeglife. My book will provide a fair amount
of insight into my character and business methbdsrhake me one of the most successful
entrepreneurs in Korean history.

Since the Asian financial crisis of 1997, Hyundaidaother family-owned monopolies or
conglomerateschaebol¥ experience great pressure from the governmemegtructure. The
government wants thehaebolsto reduce debts and have the founding families wemo
themselves from active management. For this redstatide to retire in 2000, even though |
helped Korea become a world power. Neverthelessintiyi still encompasses 52 affiliated
companies, and its combined annual revenues até $b60 billion.

Meanwhile, | am committed to improving North andugoKorea relations and assisting North
Korea in its food crisis. In 1998, | herd 500 heddaattle to North Korea through Panmunjom. |
negotiate an agreement with North Korean officvelt® agree to an unprecedented multi-billion-
dollar tourism deal with the Hyundai corporatiomc 1998, more than 86,000 South Korean
citizens travel by Hyundai-operated passenger doigsenic Mount Kumgang in the North as
part of this tourism initiative. My efforts to imgve North-South relations paved the way for the
summit meetings in June 2000, the most hopeful impdtetween the regions since the end of
World War 1.

Portrait 9: Kim Il-Sung (1912-1994)

| am born on a very memorable and tragic day itohys the day the Titanic sinks (April 15,
1912). My name is originally Kim Sung Chu. My ligpans 82 years of the twentieth century. |
am born into a peasant family and rise to be tlpeesne leader of the North Korean people for
forty-nine years, longer than any Korean politiegder of the century. When the people speak
about me, they call me Great Leader. | continubeadmired as the peerless patriot, national
hero, ever-victorious guerrilla fighter, wise teachoutstanding leader of the international
communism movement, shrewd strategist, and thelknestn Korean politician of the twentieth
century. During my lifetime, | take up arms to liaee my country from Japanese militarists who
rule our country for 35 years, vehemently oppose dlvision of Korea after World War I,
create an equitable and just society by establistiie Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
and fight for the reunification of my country dugithe Korean War.

Because the Japanese occupy our country, many iKémedlies leave their homeland to live a
life free from domination. | am still a child wheny parents leave Japanese-occupied Korea for
Manchuria. However, in time, the Japanese contrah®huria as well. When | am only 20, |
become the leader of a small group of Koreans whd taids against Japanese outposts in North
Korea. In a few years | am a significant guerriédader. In fact, the Japanese consider me to be
one of the most effective and dangerous of guastilWhile fighting the occupation forces, |
adopt the name Kim Il-sung after a legendary aapiahese guerrilla. The Japanese are so upset



with me that they form a special counterinsurgemay to track me down, but they never catch
me.

| work with Chinese communists and other guerfiligaters, but we are under no one’s orders
except our own. When the Japanese pursue us, vgs the border into the Soviet Union;
however, the Soviets provide few weapons or mdtarth We work in small units, receive the
support of local Koreans, and annihilate many Japanl foster an anti-Japanese spirit in the
darkest days of the independence movement. Witkr advolutionary nationalists, | preach for
the need for communism. We are filled with conterigptthe failure of our fathers to institute
land reform and to modernize Korea. We are detexchio forge a strong country that can resist
foreign domination. When the Japanese forces ctlusiguerrillas in Manchuria, | flee to the
Soviet Union. By then most of my comrades have beded. The local Soviet authorities then
decide to train me.

When the United States drops the atomic bomb onsHima on August 6, 1945, the Soviet
Union declares war on Japan. The Russians claitnthieg liberated Korea. This is false. The
liberation of Korea is the culmination of my longdaarduous revolutionary struggle. Together
with my supporters, we defeat the Japanese antideur home.

Immediately after the war the United States decidedivide Korea. This is a tragic mistake.
When our country is divided at the™@arallel, the Soviet Union agrees to occupy thetiNo
Because | have fought with the Chinese in Manchand have military training in the Soviet
Union, | am well known. The Soviets put me in cleaf the formation of the provisional
government in Soviet-occupied Korea. During thee¢hyear occupation, | faithfully carry out
their directives, but put myself in a leadershigipon and deal successfully with all opposition.

| create a new party (the Workers’ Party of Koreayew army, and a new government, all
patterned after the Soviet system. No one who lootlted with the Japanese serves in the new
government.

What is particularly attractive to me about Comnsan? The history of the world and the history
of China and Korea in particular are tales of tkpl@tation of the masses of peasants by rich
landlords. In Korea, for thousands of years a miypaf landlords exploited the peasants, and
during Japanese colonialism conditions became w@Vbat is not tolerable is the fact that many
Korean landlords and business people collaboratgdtihe Japanese during their occupation.

What we need is a revolution similar to the ond tiurred under Stalin in the Soviet Union
and what Mao Zedong will be able to do when he ge®wictorious in 1949 after defeating

Chiang Kai-shek. Under the Soviet and Chinese wnols land is redistributed equitably

among the people. | also know that the Soviet Utias rapidly progressed under its five-year
plans. In a short period of time the country hasegivom being a backward agricultural nation to
being an industrialized world power. | know thatdean Communism Korea can modernize
rapidly and that the standard of living will impevor everyone. | also am very aware of the
imperialist exploitation of the capitalist natioosthe world. Korea will have its revolution, and

our nation will become self-reliant and independent

When the United Nations General Assembly adoptsalution to conduct national elections to



end the Allied occupation and to reunify the coynthe Soviet Union refuses to participate in
the elections. Most Koreans are for an end to doreiccupation, but the Soviet Union knows
that the United States dominates the United Natamws will not go along with this decision.
Consequently, the North Koreans have their owntieles, create a constitution for a separate
state called the Democratic People’s Republic afeldpand elect me, Kim Il-sung, as premier. |
proclaim that the entire Korean peninsula is owmittey and that our temporary capital will be
Pyongyang.

When the United States and Soviet Union pull tireiops out of South and North Korea, | find

an opportunity to reunify Korea by military meaii$is is to be a civil war between the Korean
people with the goal of reunification. | build udaage military of 200,000 men. | believe that

the people of Korea will support me. In 1950, | §alin’s permission for an invasion of the

South, which I launch on June 25. In only four degscapture Seoul, and overrun most of the
country within a short period of time. We nearlynwthe war. However, because the United
States dominates the United Nations, the SecunynCil votes to intervene in a war that should
only concern the Korean people.

With the combined forces of the United Nations datcArthur’'s successful landing in Inchon,
our troops are forced to retreat north of th& p@rallel. When U.S. President Harry Truman
decides to extend the fighting beyond thé" 3grallel and to advance to the Yalu River to
reunify Korea under the direction of Syngman RHeahtain the support of the leaders of the
Soviet Union and China. When 150,000 Chinese veknstcome to our aid, we almost win the
war for a second time. We could have won the wdanef Soviet Union had kept its promise to
maintain air support for the Chinese troops. We alsuld have won the war had | directed it.
However, once the Chinese army comes into thetiwarChinese push me aside and manage the
war. It is important for you to know that North Kear proposed the armistice.

During the Korean War our people suffer very mulie United States devastates us with three
years of bombing. No modern buildings are standider one and a half million of our people
are dead. The armistice still has not become aepieaaty because the Korean people have never
been allowed to resolve their own problems. ThetéghBtates still keeps 37,000 of its troops in
South Korea.

After the Korean War, | devote much time to theorestruction of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK). | encourage my peoplde¢odedicated and self-reliant. Under my
leadership, we successfully mechanize agricultane, become highly industrialized, militarily

very powerful, and independent of the Soviet Uraod China. | am able to resolve the century-
old boundary dispute between China and North Korea.

| tell my people that there is nothing to envy Ire toutside world. They will find peace and

happiness within their own country. | often say léad an equitable, happy life in a free and
peaceful world, without domination, subjugationgeggsion, and war, is mankind’s ideal.” This

is my goal. In the DPRK | establish a classlessetgpdn which everyone is equal. Education is

universal and free for all of our children. Adutth®ols and colleges educate factory and farm
workers. My people are happy and more prosperarséekier before.



In my final years natural disasters devastate oopsc This makes it more difficult to feed my
people, but when the imperialists, such as theddn®tates, place sanctions on my country,
children begin to starve. | also begin to groomsug, Kim Jong-il, to be my successor. It is my
final wish to end the conflict with South Korea aodhave a summit to resolve our differences.

| die of a heart attack on July 8, 1994. When teesbreaks, millions of people stream into and
through the capital city, tearing their hair, begtthe ground, and weeping uncontrollably. Time
passes, but my people never forget me. Memorialsrab throughout North Korea. My song is
played before the national anthem. There are poessays, and stories about me. The best
institution of higher learning is named after mere&olutionary museum is built in marble in my
honor. What makes me very proud is the 60-foot Igighl-painted statue of me in Kaesong; this
is the largest statue ever built by Koreans for laager.

My own son, Kim Jong-il, keeps my memory alive a&sléads our great nation. Believe in my
son Comrade Kim Jong-il, and everything will beraht. The future of Korea and the twenty-
first century rests in his wisdom and courageoasdeship. History will prove this without fail.
He will lead the efforts to reunify Korea!

[Teacher’s Note]

* Kim ll-sung did not liberate North Korea in 1945& Soviet Union did.

* The United States did dominate the United Nationk950, but the boycott of a session
of the Security Council by the Soviet Union lecatgote and the subsequent U.N. action
in Korean War.

* The equitable redistribution of land soon gave wag system of collectives and
communes. The economic sanctions placed on Northa&were not the only cause of
the DPRK's problems. The economic problems areechlg systemic problems
aggravated by the collapse of the Soviet Uniongthehasis by the leadership on
military outlays (25 percent of the budget), sel/gears of poor harvests, extensive
floods, drought, and a cumbersome distributionesyst

Portrait #10: Kim Dae-jung (1924-)

In 1997, | am elected president of South Korearduthe most severe economic crisis to grip
Korea, and other parts of East and Southeast Astecades as well. This is our worst crisis
since the Korean War. | am working to restore eaunatability in Korea while simultaneously
promoting greater democracy, positive relationshwitte major powers, and a policy of
engagement with North Korea. So far | am weathettiege challenges much better than people
predicted. What has helped me is my Catholic faitis,love for my country and my dream of
reconciliation between the two Koreas. North andtBdloreans are one people. We share the
same fate.

My past experiences have shaped my beliefs andedpeng me in the enormous challenges as
president of the Republic of Korea. | have beeraetive politician, businessman, opposition
leader, political prisoner and survivor of sevemabkassination attempts. | am a survivor of a
death sentence. | tried three times to win theigeesy but failed. When | am finally elected
president in 1997, it was a very significant eviemtmy wife, my three sons, and me. But it is



also a very significant event in Korean politicadtbry. It is the first time a candidate from the
opposition party ever wins the presidency.

| would like to tell you a bit about my life. | athe son of a farmer from Hauido Island, an island
off the southwestern coast of Korea. Later my fgmibves to the coastal city of Mokp’o. | am
the second of seven children. | am an excellentestuand graduate at the top of my high school
class. | receive my master’'s degree in economi&s/anhghee University in Seoul. Between high
school and college, | work for a freight shippiraggrgany. | do so well that | become the head of
my own company and own nine small freighters. WtienKorean War starts, | am in Seoul. |
spend the next fifteen days walking home to be withfamily. It is very dangerous at this time
not only because of the war itself, but becausdNgorean soldiers and South Korean guerrilla
fighters are everywhere. It is not easy to know vugha friend or an enemy. When | get home, |
am arrested, but | am one of the fortunate few mlamages to escape.

After the war, | make a few unsuccessful attemptsfection to the National Assembly. | finally
win a seat in 1961, but Park Chung-hee stages ja, takes over the government, and dissolves
the Assembly. | am one of many arrested and impedat that time. In 1963, | am released. |
run again for National Assembly, win, and am reigéc| run for the presidency in 1971 and
lose in a very close election. Even though theesmaajor suspicions of fraud in the election, |
continue to oppose the authoritarian policies & Bark regime. About this time | am in an
automobile accident that leaves me with injurieg 8till cause me difficulties. It is later repatte
that this accident was instigated by the government

Following this accident | am kept under constantesillance by the government. For my own
safety, | limit my political activities. | survivanother attempt on my life when Korean
intelligence agents kidnap me from my hotel roomakyo in 1973. | am sentenced to death by
the Chun Doo Hwan government in 1980. My hanginggisowly averted by the intervention of
the U.S. government. When | am released from prieoh982 on the condition that | leave
Korea, | come to the United States, receive mediieatment, and accept a fellowship to study at
Harvard. | return to Korea in 1985 even thoughGimein government confines me to my home. |
run for president in 1987 and lose. | run agaiht982, coming in second. Finally, | win the 1997
presidential election.

| face four challenges as president. economic regowemocratic consolidation, relations with
the major powers in Northeast Asia and North-Sorglations. Most observers think my
government has been moving in the right direction.

Democracy in Korea has come a long way since thesnd@monstrations in the 1980s that
helped bring down the military government. | am ajon advocate of greater and more
substantial democracy in Korean political life. Weed to fight regionalism and “personalism,”
or coalescing around individuals rather than poigsues. | free political prisoners and working
to improve human rights in Korea.

By the end of my first year of office | have hadrsuit meetings with the heads of the United
States, Japan, and China. My relationship with Wiméted States is very positive. However,



tension grows over reports of a U.S. massacreuvilfatis at No Gun Ri during the Korean War
and the continued presence of 37,000 foreign troopsur soil.

There are a number of very difficult problems irr oelationship with Japan as a result of its
colonial and wartime doings in Korea. In my inawuaddress | state my desire to improve
relations with Tokyo, being keenly aware that tegelopment of close ties with Japan is vital to
our security and prosperity. In 1998 Prime Ministdyuchi Keizo and | issue a joint declaration
that is the first written apology from Japan far litarsh colonial rule. Japan and South Korea co-
host the 2002 World Cup, another indicator of redutensions in our perennially difficult
relationship. I am improving Korea’'s relationshipittw China and Russia, and they are
supporting my North Korea policy.

In my inaugural address, | focus on creating a dgmamic with North Korea to remove the
Cold War structure that has held the peninsulasigiip for half a century. As president, | have
never wavered from this goal. My most importanttdbation as president is to improve and
promote reconciliation and cooperation with Nortbré& through my Sunshine Policy. This
policy is severely tested in 1998 when U.S. sa¢ephotographs reveal what many suspected to
be an underground nuclear installation.

It is important to realize that the Demilitarizedrie (DMZ) on the 38 parallel between the
Koreas is the most heavily fortified region in tlerld. Over one and a half million soldiers face
each other across this border. Our capital Seaitth, avpopulation of eleven million people, is
only 25 miles away. It is also important for peopterealize that the Democratic People’'s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) is regarded as the mastitarian government in the world and until
very recently has been called a rogue state.

U.S. intelligence reports about North Korea arensome. Even though the United States is the
most powerful military power on earth, it cannotessarily protect itself from nuclear attack
from a tiny country, such as the DPRK. It is vebyious, and it must be made clear to the world,
that a resolution to the problems on the peninsutaitical for maintaining world peace.

The year 2000 brings renewed hope for peace amificaiion. Between June 13 and 15, 2000, |
meet with Kim Jong-il, the leader of North Korehe tfirst meeting of the heads of North and
South Korea since the peninsula was divided 55syegon. We sign a landmark agreement
pledging concrete steps toward reunifying Koreais Tdgreement does not deal with North
Korea’s nuclear weapons program its developmentfamign sales of advanced missiles or the
North’s demand that the United States withdrawBit00 troops from South Korea, but we do
sign some very important agreements. We agree g lie allow visits of some 1.2 million
members of families separated since the Korean War.also agree to resolve other human-
rights problems and narrow the gap between theeg@amomies as well as speed up cultural,
athletic, medical and environmental cooperation exxhanges.

The year 2000 marks another great moment in my llilan deeply honored and humbled by
being chosen to receive the Nobel Peace Prize jolifelong struggle for democracy and my
crusade for reconciliation with North Korea.



Kim Jong-il and | signal the end of the historiarety between the Koreas. We will work to
satisfy the yearning of the peninsula’s sixty-eigtilion people for reconciliation. The twentieth
century was a century of colonization, two worldrsyahostility, and fear. This century can be a
century of reconciliation and peace. My meetinghwitim Jong-il will hopefully come to
symbolize the hopes for this century.
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