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HANGUL AND PHONETIC CONCEPTS

GRADES: 9-12 AUTHOR: Karen M. Brooks

SUBJECT: Social studies, Linguistics

TIME REQUIRED: 3 class periods

OBJECTIVES:

1. Learn about the origins of the hangul alphabet

2. Identify, read and write a few hangul letters

3. Know that it really is not as hard to learn hangul as they might have thought

NOTE: This lesson does not teach students how to write all of the symbols in hangul. This

is an introductory lesson that combines metacognition of phonetics with the understand-

ing that hangul consonants are morphologically based. Students will learn how to write

most of the Korean consonants.

MATERIALS REQUIRED:

• Copies of prepared handouts and assignments

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Teachers do not need to know anything about phonetics, Korean language or hangul to

teach these lessons. Please do, however, practice the activities yourself before expect-

ing students to do them. Skills in spatial relations and experience in learning foreign lan-

guages will be useful. The teacher should be willing to try out the sounds in front of the

class by using exaggerated facial features so that students will see, for example, the

tongue on the teeth for "l".

PROCEDURES:

CLASS PERIOD 1:

1. Distribute copies of phonetics handout 1 and phonetics assignment 1.

2. Lecture students or have them read about different sounds we make in English.

3. Have them practice saying "b" and "p" and feeling the air come out from their mouths

with "p." Next, have them practice "g" and "k" and hear the sound in "g" that is absent

in "k."

4. Show a chart of the various consonants in English. Have them define terms related

to the sound of consonants and then give examples of consonants that fit each term.

5. Show a side-view of a mouth and have the students identify parts of the view on a

chart.

NOTE: Help students read the handout and then give students time to do the practices.

Or, assign the exercises on the handout as homework and then discuss it the next day.

CLASS PERIOD 2:

1. Distribute copies of phonetics assignment 2.
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2. Show students examples of the mouth’s side view and the consonants that they

depict. Have students pronounce the consonants and then look at the side views of

the mouth to get the physical connection to the view. Have students identify the con-

sonant the side view is trying to depict.

3. Have students write a shorthand of what the different consonants are. After they are

proficient with a few of these, tell them that the shorthand they are using is the Korean

alphabet, called hangul.

NOTE: Students will probably have some troubles identifying sounds from pictures, so

give them quick feedback by putting the answer sheet on the overhead after they have

spent some time.

CLASS PERIOD 3:

1. Distribute copies of the hangul handout and hangul assignment.

2. Have students read about the origin of hangul and how the scholars who developed

hangul made the writing system reflect the actual morphology (shape) of the mouth.

Hangul is the only writing system that does this. (Students see examples of other writ-

ing systems, and none reflect the shape of the mouth when the word is spoken. They

are all based on ideograms, pictograms or mathematical concepts.)

3. Teach a few more facts about hangul, and have students practice writing.

EVALUATION:

• Observe and listen to students as they make sounds that are fricative, aspirated, etc.

• Have students identify sounds that are aspirated, voiced, etc.

• Correct assignments, quiz students and discuss the topics

ENRICHMENT:

• Have students focus on one of the types of sounds and then present a list of words

that have that sound. Have students who know a foreign language find sounds that

do not exist in the English language. If there is a native speaker of Korean, have that

person identify sounds or words in Korean that fit the various definitions from this les-

son.

• Have students find similarities and differences in the pronunciation of sounds in

English andFrench/German/Spanish (or whatever language the student is studying in

school). Have them draw the mouth shapes of some of the sounds that these lan-

guages have, that English does not. Or, describe in words where their tongues are in

relation to the rest of the vocal tract when saying unusual vowel or consonant sounds

in a foreign language. Have students present these differences to the class. This can

also be done with dialects/accents of English. Try showing the film Conrac and have

students identify the differences in sounds. Try to debunk ethnic or racial stereotypes

by showing the morphology of how different sounds are made.

• Have students become "buddies" with ESL students and read aloud simple short sto-

ries by taking turns. Have each student identify two or three sounds with which the

ESL student has difficulty. Then have the student show the ESL student how the-

mouth looks when pronouncing a particular sound. Have the students share with the

ESL student the side-views of the vocal tract on the handouts in this unit and practice

saying sounds from the side views. Then, have the ESL buddy teach the student a
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phrase in his/her language that the student tries to pronounce correctly.

RESOURCES:

Kent, David B. "Universal Survey of Languages: Korean." <http://www.teleport.com/~na-

poleon/korean/index.html>

**This internet site has many short articles about the origins of Korean language and its

changes over time. It is part of a huge web site about hundreds of different languages

from around the world.

Korean Overseas Information Services. "Korean Language." <http://korea.emb.washing-

ton.dc.us/korea/language.htm>

**This internet site is part of a larger site called "Window on Korea," and is put out by the

Korean embassy.

Ladefoged, Peter. A Course in Phonetics. 2
nd

ed. Los Angeles: UCLA.

**A college-level course book on how we create sounds -- phonetics.

Luscombe, Stephen. "On-Line Phonology Course--Stirling University." <http://www.stir.

ac.uk/epd/celt/staff/higdox/stephen/phono/phonolg.htm>

**This is a great do-it-yourself tutoral on sounds we use in English and how they can be

described in pictures and words.

Park, Hee Seo. The Korean Language; Fundamental 1. Laguna Hills, CA: Korean

American Center for Education, 1992.

**This is a workbook that teaches how to write hangul, with some English explanations.

It is suitable for children. Contact Dr. Park at (714) 360-1151 for more information.

Yamada Language Center, University of Oregon. "Yamada Web Guide to Korean: Korean

Fonts." <ftp://128.223.95.87/fonts/korean/korean.sit>

**A source for fonts for the MAC. Also has links to PC-based fonts.



H a n g u l a n d  P h o n e t i c  C o n c e p t s

72



H a n g u l a n d  P h o n e t i c  C o n c e p t s

73



H a n g u l a n d  P h o n e t i c  C o n c e p t s

74



H a n g u l a n d  P h o n e t i c  C o n c e p t s

75


