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Background:
Koryo-period documents

1. Kim Pusik s (1075 1151) History of the
Three Kingdoms (Samguk sagi, compiled
1136 1146)

2. Kakhun s Lives of Eminent Korean Monks
| Haedong kosung chon, ca. 1215)

3. Iry ns (1206 1289) Memorabilia of the
Three Kingdoms (Samguk yusa, ca. 1285)



THE THREE KINGDOMS AND KAYA
(ca. 600)

Silla around 500 CE
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Gold Crown
Ch onma-ch ong
5t 6 t century
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CROWN gold from Ch'onma-ch'ong Tumulus, Kyongju Old Silla  A.D. 5th-6th ¢ 32.65cm (H (Nat'| Treasure No 188)



Paint on birch bark
Kyongju, Ch onma-ch ong, 5t 6 ™ century
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Sillas expansion
between 522 and 562



PARHAE AND PROVINCES OF UNIFIED SHILLA
(ca. 750)
Sanggyong @

Sillaaround 750 CE
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® Capitals
®  Sub-capitals
A Provincial capitals




Silla s Bone Rank System

holy bone: pure-blood royal family

true bone: lesser royal family and capital-based
aristocrats

nead-rank six: regional elites
nead-rank five: regional elites
nead-rank four: local elites
nead-rank three: local elites
nead-rank two: commoners
nead-rank one: commoners




Mounted Riders, Stoneware
Ky ngju, Kumnyong-ch ong, 6™ century




Mounted Rider
Kimhae, Toksal-li

Kaya, 5 6 th cen.
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an, China, ca. 700
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Sillaenvoy, Tomb of Princess Y ongtai, Chan




Royal Dress of Silla




Queen Sondok (r. 632 647)

B One of thefirst femalerulersin East Asia

® Merciful and wise holy-bone ruler

® Rebellion against her quelled by Kim Yusin
® Fostered close ties with Tang China

# Promoted Buddhism

o Later Confucian historians interpret her
rule negatively



Famous Tale of
Sondok’s Wisdom

® Received painting of
peonies and seeds from
Tang emperor.

® Interpreted it as the
emperor teasing her for
her having no husband.

® Prophesied that the
flowers would have no
scent since bees and
butterflies are not shown
In the painting.



