
PARALLEL PENINSULAS 
 
GRADE LEVEL:  Middle School 
 
SUBJECT:   Geography, Social Studies 
 
TIME REQUIRED:  Two to three class periods  
 
 
OBJECTIVES:  
As a result of this lesson, students will:  

1. Identify geographic factors which have an impact on human populations.  
2. Develop hypotheses to explain similarities and differences among geographic and 

demographic statistical profiles.  
3. Categorize geographic elements.  
4. Evaluate the impact of geographic elements on human populations.  

 
 

MATERIALS REQUIRED:  
Korea data tables  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Florida and the two Koreas are both located on peninsulas, providing an interesting scenario in which 
to compare groups of people and investigate causes of similarities and differences. The technique of 
treating Florida in the same way as a nation may be artificial but may provide for a dialogue with 
students about the appropriateness of such a technique and may also provide a model for the 
examination of states and/or regions within the United States.  
 
A preliminary lesson on economic terminology may be necessary for students with little experience 
using this type of information. An effective method of dealing with this problem may be prolonged 
until the handout is distributed and then projecting a transparency of the handout and conducting a 
discussion regarding the meaning of each category/term (e.g., per capita GNP, arable land) prior to 
examining the actual data.  
 
 
PROCEDURE:  

1. Duplicate the attached Korea data tables resource sheets.  
2. Ask students to locate Florida, South Korea (The Republic of Korea) and North Korea 

(the Democratic People's Republic of Korea) on a map.  
3. Ask students what physical characteristics they have in common (location on a 

peninsula.) Ask students how they differ in physical characteristics (terrain, global 
position affecting climate.)  

4. Ask students to theorize what causes groups of people to live the way they do 
(physical location, resources, climate, etc.)  

 
 

 



5. Divide students into five groups: Population, Health, Communications, Crime and 
Economy. Ask each group to examine the data for their subject on the three locations. 
Have them identify categories in which (a) data on the locations are basically the same 
and (b) categories in which data on the locations are significantly different.  

6. Have students hypothesize causes for (a) each similarity they found in step five and 
(b) each significant difference they found in step five.  

7. Ask students to list their causes (from step 6) on the board and then develop a 
category system for them (i.e. physical, environmental, cultural, political, etc.).  

8. Have students determine which category of causes appears to have the biggest impact 
on shaping the data provided to them.  

 
EVALUATION:  
Have students investigate each location in detail to determine if their hypotheses were accurate.  
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