
KOREAN-U.S. RELATIONS AS SEEN THROUGH DOCUMENTS 
 

GRADES: High School  

SUBJECT: Social Studies  

TIME REQUIRED: Four to five class periods  

OBJECTIVES:  
1. Understand the history of U.S.-Korean relations 
2. Understand the significance of the DMZ for North and South Korea and the U.S.  
3. Discuss how events in the 1990s and more recently have impacted on the above. 
4. Consider different policy options for the U.S. today 

 
MATERIALS REQUIRED:  

• Background reading (attached) 
• Primary Source Materials (attached) 
• Appendices 1-7 plus map (attached) 
• current events articles on Korea’s Sunshine Policy and the nuclear testing of North Korea  

 
BACKGROUND:  
The teacher should assign the Background Reading for homework.  

PROCEDURE:  
1. Discuss the United States’ interest in the East Asian region in the context of the Cold War 

and today. Using a reference map of East Asia, briefly review the background material 
with the entire class. Divide the class into groups and hand out the primary source 
documents. Have each group summarize the contents of one of the document groups (A-
D) and its significance for U.S.-Korean relations. Have them address whether the 
particular points of the document seem to favor one party and if so which and why.  Each 
group should report back to the entire class being prepared to cite specific aspects of the 
document to buttress their point.   

2. Distribute copies of appendices 1-5. Students should divide into groups of four and 
consider why the DMZ is such a sensitive area. Have students come up with a list of 
adjectives to describe their reactions to these documents and the environment they depict.  
Ask students what they might infer about relations between the two Koreas, as well as 
South Korea (Republic of Korea) and the U.S. Have groups report to class and list 
adjectives on the board. 

3. Distribute copies of appendices 6 through 8 that describe the events of July 17, 1997. As 
a class, discuss possible reasons why the North would attack the South like this. 

 
4. Discuss the North’s testing of nuclear weaponry and the varied responses of North 

Korea’s neighbors (South Korea, Japan, China), the U.S., and the U.N. Why might North 



Korea want nuclear weapons?  What are the possible responses to the nuclear testing and 
their consequences. Contrast the Sunshine Policy of South Korea with the harsher 
response of the U.S.  

 
EVALUATION: 

Note responsiveness of students in group and class discussions.  Have students write an essay for 
homework arguing in favor of a particular response by the U.S. to North Korean nuclear testing.  
Essays must include reference to specific historical context and should have as part of their 
consideration the continuation of the U.S. troop presence in South Korea. 
      
RESOURCES:  
Blair, Clay. The Forgotten War: America in Korea 1950-1953. Times Books, New York: 

Random House, 1987.  
Harrison, Selig. "Promoting a Soft Landing in Korea." Foreign Policy, Spring 1997.  
Kirkbride, Wayne. Panmunjom: Facts About the Korean DMZ. New Jersey: Hollym, 1985.  
Nelan, Bruce. "The Politics of Famine." Time: August 25, 1997.  
 



BACKGROUND READING 

HISTORIC KOREA  
Korea is an ancient civilization occupying a strategic peninsula in Northeastern Asia. In 
large part due to its location, Korea has been the object of expansionists' desires of var-
ious empires on its borders. The Chinese invaded Korea under the Sui and T’ang dynas-
ties and the Mongols invaded in 1231. Later, the Japanese and Russian Empires fought to 
control the region. Despite centuries of foreign intervention, Koreans are a people bound 
together by ethnic background, language and customs.  

"OPENING" KOREA  
Western ideas first came to Korea in the 18

th 
century when Catholicism was introduced 

by Korean scholars returning from China. By 1831, a Catholic community was estab-
lished in Korea, but this missionary work was not always peaceful. Koreans opposed to 
the religion executed several French priests, prompting France to send a fleet of warships 
to Korea in 1866.  

By 1871, the Korean government declared isolationist policies in light of continued 
aggression by France, which were aided by U.S. forces, as well as threats by Japan, 
which had been spurned in its attempt to open formal diplomatic relations with Korea in 
1868.  

But Japan and the western nations continued to violate Korean waters. Japan invaded 
Korea in 1876 and demanded diplomatic and commercial relations. The Kanghwa Treaty 
acceded to these demands. The United States, seeking access to Korean markets, pressed 
the Korean government to sign the Schufeldt Treaty to formally open diplomatic relations. 
With the conclusion of the treaties, Korea moved to enter the modern world, sending 
numerous students abroad to study. When these students returned, they worked to 
modernize Korea. Japanese military instructors appeared in Korea in 1881. At about the 
same time, a massive missionary effort was begun to Christianize Korea. American 
Presbyterians led the way in 1885 followed by the Methodists in 1886. These denomina-
tions opened schools and taught English and western notions of rights, freedom and 
equality. These efforts foreshadowed intensified attempts by expanding powers to domi-
nate Korea.  

During the 19
th 

century, powerful European nations were carving out empires and spheres 
of influence throughout Asia. Britain controlled India, Burma, Malaysia and a large area 
of China from Shanghai westward through the Yangtze basin. France controlled French 
Indochina (Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam) and a portion of south China. The Russian empire 
expanded across northern Asia to the Pacific and was positioned to move southward into 
Manchuria and Korea. Germany had a sphere of influence in China’s Shandung peninsula 
as well as in the Caroline Islands in the Pacific. Japan, seeking to compete with the 
western powers, annexed Taiwan in 1895 as a result of its victory in the Sino-Japanese 
War. The United States entered the Asian imperialist game with the acquisition of the 
Philippines as a result of the Spanish-American War in 1898.  

JAPANESE DOMINATION  
Japan sought to establish hegemony in Asia and end the domination of the western pow-



ers. To check Russian expansion, Japan presented a plan in 1896 to divide Korea at the 
39th parallel into a Russian and a Japanese sphere of influence. The Russian government 
rejected this plan. Hoping to prevent Japanese domination, the Koreans had secretly made 
an agreement with Russia for financial and military aid. Shortly thereafter, large numbers 
of Russian advisors arrived in Korea. Russia moved to enhance their position by sending 
troops into Manchuria in 1901. The Japanese sought to reduce Russian influence and 
demanded that Russia withdraw from Manchuria. When that was rejected, Japan declared 
war on Russia in 1904. The ensuing Russo-Japanese War led to large numbers of 
Japanese military units in Korea. The Korean government was forced into many 
agreements that gave more and more power to the Japanese. The Russo-Japanese War 
was concluded with the intercession of the United States. The warring parties met in 
Portsmouth, NH, in 1905 and there signed the Treaty of Portsmouth. The Treaty of 
Protection, also signed in 1905, established Japanese dominance in Korea. The Koreans 
rejected Japanese rule and appealed to the World Court, to no avail. Korean resistance 
continued from 1905-1910 when Japan's rule of Korea was formalized in the Treaty of 
Annexation in 1910. This brought Korean independence to an end. Korea was a Japanese 
colony until the end of World War II in August 1945.  

POST-WAR POWER-POLITICS AND KOREA  
In the last year of World War II, with the defeat of the Axis powers at hand, the allied 
leaders, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin, met at Yalta by the Crimean Sea to plan for the 
post-war world. The agreements made among these leaders included Russia’s promise to 
enter the war against Japan after Germany surrendered. On August 8, with Japan near 
collapse, Russia declared war on the Japanese empire and sent its army into Korea. The 
United States, fearing that the communist Soviet Union would take over all of Korea, 

proposed a division of the nation at the 38
th 

parallel, with Russia to occupy the north and 
the United States the south. Moscow accepted the proposal. Following the Japanese sur-
render, U.S. troops established a military government in the south and began to introduce 
democratic principles. The Koreans rejected the U.S. occupation, however, and in 1947, 
the United Nations proposed a Temporary Commission to conduct elections and end the 
occupation. The Russians refused to participate, so the elections took place only in South 
Korea. A year later, the Republic of Korea (ROK) was established. The Russians retali-
ated by creating the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and established Kim 
Il Sung as chairman. The United States withdrew its troops from South Korea in 1949, 
despite ROK requests for protection. On June 25, 1950, the North Koreans, in an attempt 
to forcibly unite Korea under communist rule, invaded South Korea. The United States 
and its allies considered it a war of communist aggression by the Russian-directed North 
Koreans against the free democratic republic of South Korea. President Harry Truman 
ordered troops back to Korea and asked the United Nations for help in resisting the 
aggression. The UN Security Council condemned the North and established a 15-nation 
UN force to join the United States. The multi-national force, under the direction of 
General Douglas MacArthur, drove the North Korean army from the South. The 
combined forces had almost won the entire peninsula, when the Chinese army invaded to 
drive UN forces from the North. Ultimately, an armistice was signed on July 27, 1953. 

This established a Demilitarized Zone between the two Koreas, with the 38
th 

parallel 
remaining the official boundary between North and South Korea. The United States and 



South Korea established a Mutual Defense Treaty in 1953. A formal peace has not yet 
been achieved and U.S. troops remain in South Korea to this day.  
 
ISSUES OF REUNIFICATION  
The Korean people continue to see themselves as one people who have been separated 
from family members and friends by the division of the country. Desire to find a final 
settlement to the war and proceed with reunification is tempered with concerns over how 
this can be accomplished. Both the ROK and the DPRK do not wish to compromise on 
certain issues. The United States and China, both major players in the Korean War, also 
hold positions that may not be open to compromise. The level at which the United States 
should participate in reunification and the type of role it should play is a major question 
facing policy makers. Deciding how the United States will approach Korean reunification 
and the long term implications of these choices are of enormous importance to the future 
of the United States, Korea and Asia as a whole.  



PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIALS 
 
A: THE SCHUFELD TREATY  
This treaty opened official diplomatic and trade relations between the United States and Korea in 
1882.  

The United States of America and the Kingdom of Chosen (Korea), being sincerely desirous of 
establishing permanent relations of amity and friendship between their respective peoples…, 
have agreed upon the several following Articles:  

I. There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between the President of the United States and 
the King of Chosen, and the citizens and subjects of their respective Governments. If other 
Powers deal unjustly or oppressively with either Government, the other will exert their good 
offices, on being informed of the case, to bring about an amicable arrangement, thus showing 
their friendly feelings.  

II. After the Conclusion of this Treaty of Amity and Commerce, the High Contracting Powers 
may each appoint Diplomatic Representatives to reside at the Court of the other, and may each 
appoint Consular Representatives at the ports of the other, which are open to foreign commerce, 
at their own convenience.  

These officials shall have relations with the corresponding local authorities of equal rank 
upon a basis of mutual equality. The Diplomatic and Consular Representatives of the two 
Governments shall receive mutually all the privileges, rights, and immunities, without 
discrimination, which are accorded to the same classes of Representatives from the most favored 
nation.  

Consuls shall exercise their functions only on receipt of an exequatur from the Government 
to which they are accredited. Consular authorities shall be bona fide officials.  

No merchants shall be permitted to exercise the duties of the office, nor shall Consular 
officers be allowed to engage in trade. At ports to which no Consular Representatives have been 
appointed, the Consuls of other Powers may be invited to act, provided that no merchant shall be 
allowed to assume Consular functions, or the provisions of this Treaty may, in such case, be 
enforced by the local authorities.  

If Consular Representatives of the United States in Chosen conduct their business in an 
improper manner, their exequaturs may be revoked, subject to the approval, previously obtained, 
of the Diplomatic Representative of the United States.  

III. Whenever United States vessels, either because of stress of weather, or by want of fuel or 
provisions, cannot reach the nearest open port in Chosen, they may enter any port or harbour, 
either to take refuge therein, or to get supplies of wood, coal, and other necessaries, or to make 
repairs, the expenses incurred thereby being defrayed by the ship's master. In such event the 
officers and people of the locality shall display their sympathy by rendering full assistance, and 
their liberality by furnishing the necessities required.  

If a United States vessel carries on a clandestine trade at a port not open to foreign commerce, 
such vessel, with her cargo, shall be seized and confiscated. If a United States vessel be wrecked 
on the coast of Chosen, the local authorities, on being informed of the occurrence, shall 
immediately render assistance to the crew, provide for their present necessities, and take the 



measures necessary for the salvage of the ship and the preservation of her cargo. They shall also 
bring the matter to the knowledge of the near-est Consular Representative of the United States, in 
order that steps may be taken to send the crew home, and to save the ship and cargo. The 
necessary expenses shall be defrayed either by the ships master or by the United States.  

V. Merchants and merchant-vessels of Chosen visiting the United States for purposes of traffic 
shall pay duties and tonnage-dues, and all fees according to the Customs Regulations of the 
United States, but no higher or other rates of duties and tonnage-dues shall be exacted of them 
than are levied upon citizens of the United States or upon citizens or subjects of the most 
favoured nation. Merchants and merchant-vessels of the United States visiting Chosen for 
purposes of traffic shall pay duties upon all merchandize imported and exported.  

The authority to levy duties is of right vested in the Government of Chosen. The tariff of 
duties upon exports and imports, together with the Customs Regulations for the prevention of 
smuggling and other irregularities, will be fixed by the authorities of Chosen and communicated 
to the proper officials of the United States, to be by the latter notified to their citizens and duly 
observed... And it is further agreed that the duty upon foreign imports shall be paid once for all at 
the port of entry, and that no other dues, duties, fees, taxes, or charges of any sort shall be levied 
upon such imports, either in the interior of Chosen or at the ports.  

VIII. Whenever the Government of Chosen shall have reason to apprehend a scarcity of food 
within the limits of the kingdom, His Majesty may by Decree temporarily prohibit the export of 
all breadstuffs and such Decree shall be binding on all citizens of the United States in Chosen 
upon due notice having been given them by the authorities of Chosen through the proper officers 
of the United States: but it is to be understood that the exportation of rice and breadstuffs of 
every description is prohibited from the open port of Vin-Chuen. Chosen having of old 
prohibited the exportation of red ginseng, if citizens of the United States clandestinely purchase 
it for export, it shall be confiscated and the offenders punished.  

B: THE TAFT-KATSURA AGREEMENT  
The following description briefly summarizes the agreement and is not an official document.  

President Theodore Roosevelt thought the United States was ready to become a world leader. He 
believed it necessary for the United States to take an assertive role in the Pacific to protect 
American interests in the Philippines and to gain an advantage in trading with Asian nations. 
Japan, which had been an isolated nation before 1854, had become the most modern nation in 
Asia. Japan wanted to replace European powers as the dominant country in the Asian world. As 
Japan aggressively attempted to increase its influence, it entered into war first with China (Sino-
Japanese War 1895) and gained control of Formosa. Then, in 1905, as both Japan and Russia 
moved to dominate Manchuria and Korea, the Russo-Japanese War broke out. President 
Roosevelt offered the services of the United States to help work out an end to that war. As part of 
Roosevelt's Asian strategy, Secretary of War William Howard Taft traveled in July 1905 to 
Tokyo, where he entered into discussions with the Japanese Prime Minister Katsura. Taft and 
Katsura agreed to respect each other’s territorial interests in the Pacific. As a result, Japan prom-
ised noninterference in the Philippines, an American colony since 1898. The United States in 
return recognized Japan's control of Korea.  
The Taft-Katsura talks led to an informal memorandum that affirmed these territorial promises. 
The Portsmouth Treaty, concluded in August 1905, reflected this agreement. In 1910, Japan took 



the memorandum as U.S. acceptance of its planned annexation of Korea.  

C: TREATY OF PORTSMOUTH  
This treaty, negotiated at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, from August 23 to September 5, 1905, 
ended the Russo-Japanese war.  

HIS MAJESTY the Emperor of Japan on the one part, and His Majesty the Emperor of All the 
Russias on the other part, animated by the desire to restore the blessings of peace to their 
countries and peoples, have resolved to conclude a treaty of peace... and have, for this purpose, 
named their plenipotentiaries... who, after having exchanged their full powers, which were found 
to be in good and due form, have concluded the following articles:  

I. There shall henceforth be peace and amity between their Majesties the Emperor of Japan and 
the Emperor of All the Russias and between their respective States and subjects.  

II. The Imperial Russian Government, acknowledging that Japan possesses in Korea paramount 
political, military, and economical interests, engage neither to obstruct nor interfere with the 
measures of guidance, protection, and control which the Imperial Government of Japan may find 
it necessary to take in Korea. It is understood that Russian subjects in Korea shall be treated 
exactly in the same manner as the subjects or citizens of other foreign Powers—that is to say, 
they shall be placed on the same footing as the subjects or citizens of the most-favoured nation. It 
is also agreed that, in order to avoid all causes of misunderstanding, the two High Contracting 
Parties will abstain, on the Russo-Korean frontier, from taking any military measures which may 
menace the security of Russian or Korean territory.  

III. Japan and Russia mutually engage: 1) To evacuate completely and simultaneously 
Manchuria, except the territory affected by the lease of the Liao-tung Peninsula, in conformity 
with the provisions of additional Article I annexed to this treaty, and 2) To restore entirely and 
completely to the exclusive administration of China. All portions of Manchuria now in the 
occupation or under the control of the Japanese or Russian troops with the exception of the 
territory above mentioned.  

The Imperial Government of Russia declares that it has not in Manchuria any territorial 
advantages or preferential or exclusive concessions in impairment of Chinese sovereignty or 
inconsistent with the principle of equal opportunity.  

IV. The present treaty shall be ratified by their Majesties the Emperor of Japan and the Emperor 
of All the Russias. And from the date of the latter of such announcements this treaty shall in all 
its parts come into full force.  

The formal exchange of ratifications shall take 
place in Washington D.C. as soon as possible. The 
ratifications were exchanged at Washington D.C. on 
September 25, 1905.  

D: THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE 1948  
President Harry Truman, concerned over potential communist takeovers in Greece and Turkey, 
made the following policy statement to Congress.  

I am fully aware of the broad implications involved if the United States extends assistance to 



Greece and Turkey, and I shall discuss these implications with you at this time.  
One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is the creation of 

conditions in which we and other nations will be able to work out a way of life free from 
coercion. This was a fundamental issue in the war with Germany and Japan. Our victory was 
won over countries which sought to impose their will and their way of life, upon other nations.  

To insure the peaceful development of nations, free from coercion, the United States has 
taken a leading part in establishing the United Nations. The United Nations is designed to make 
possible lasting freedom and independence for all its members. We shall not realize our 
objectives, however, unless we are willing to help free peoples to maintain their free institutions 
and their national integrity against aggressive movements that seek to impose upon them 
totalitarian regimes. [Applause.] This is no more than a frank recognition that totalitarian 
regimes imposed upon free peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations 
of international peace and hence the security of the United States.  

The peoples of a number of countries of the world have recently had totalitarian regimes 
forced upon them against their will. The Government of the United States has made frequent 
protests against coercion and intimidation in violation of the Yalta Agreement in Poland, 
Rumania, and Bulgaria. I must also state that in a number of other countries there have been 
similar developments.  

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are 
resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. I believe that we 
must assist free peoples to work out their own destiny in their own way.  

I believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid, which is 
essential to economic stability and orderly political processes.  

The world is not static and the status quo is not sacred. But we cannot allow changes in the 
status quo in violation of the Charter of the United Nations by such methods as coercion, or by 
such subterfuge as political infiltration. In helping free and independent nations to maintain their 
freedom, the United States will be giving effect to the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations.  

This is a serious course upon which we embark. I would not recommend it except that the 
alternative is much more serious. [Applause.] The free peoples of the world look to us for 
support in maintaining their freedoms.  

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world—and we shall surely 
endanger the welfare of our own Nation...  

E: TRUMAN AND THE UNITED NATIONS RESPOND TO THE INVASION OF 
SOUTH KOREA 1950  
After being notified of the North Korean invasion of South Korea by Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson, the president, decided to respond forcefully. He considered this invasion an act of 
communist aggression similar to the aggression of the Axis Powers preceding World War II. He 
believed swift military response would prevent other aggressions and prevent another war. He 
ordered U.S. troops back to Korea and requested UN action. The following resolutions were 
adopted by the Security Council in June and July 1950 (the U.S.S.R. delegate was not present).  

Resolution I: The Security Council Recalling the finding of the General Assembly in its 
resolution of 21 October 1949 that the Government of the Republic of Korea is a lawfully 
established government "having effective control and jurisdiction over that part of Korea 
where the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea was able to observe and consult 



and in which the great majority of the people of Korea reside; and that this Government is 
based on elections which were a valid expression of the free will of the electorate of that part 
of Korea and which were observed by the Temporary Commission... Noting with grave 
concern armed attack upon the Republic of Korea by forces from North Korea, Determines 
that this action constitutes a breach of the peace.  

I. Calls for the immediate cessation of hostilities; and calls upon the authorities of North Korea 
to withdraw forthwith their armed forces to the thirty-eighth parallel;  

II. Requests the United Nations Commission on Korea  
Ṯ .(a) To communicate its fully considered recommendations on the situation with the least 
possible delay;  
Ṯ .(b) To observe the withdrawal of the North Korean forces to the thirty-eighth parallel; and  
Ṯ .(c) To keep the Security Council informed on the execution of this resolution.  
 
III. Calls upon all Members to render every assistance to the United Nations in the execution of 
this resolution and to refrain from giving assistance to the North Korean authorities.  

Resolution II: The Security Council  
Having determined that the armed attack upon the Republic of Korea by forces from North 

Korea constitutes a breach of the peace, having called for an immediate cessation of hostilities, 
and having called upon the authorities of North Korea to withdraw forthwith their armed force to 
the 38th parallel, and having noted from the report of the United Nations Commission for Korea 
that the authorities in North Korea have neither ceased hostilities nor withdrawn their armed 
forces to the 38th parallel and that urgent military measures are required to restore international 
peace and security, and having noted the appeal from the Republic of Korea to the United 
Nations for immediate and effective steps to secure peace and security, recommends that the 
Members of the United Nations furnish such assistance to the Republic of Korea may be 
necessary to repel the armed attack and to restore international peace and security in the area.  

Resolution III: (3) The Security Council, having determined that the armed attack upon the 
Republic of Korea by forces from North Korea constitutes a breach of the peace, and having 
recommended that the members of the United Nations furnish such assistance to the Republic of 
Korean may be necessary to repel armed attack and to restore international peace and security in 
the area,  
Ṯ .(1) Welcomes the prompt and vigorous support which Governments and peoples of the United 
Nations have given to its resolutions of 25 and 27 June 1950 to assist the Republic of Korea in 
defending itself against armed attack and thus to restore international peace and security in the 
area;  
Ṯ .(2) Notes that members of the United Nations have transmitted to the United Nations offers of 
assistance for the Republic of Korea;  
Ṯ .(3) Recommends that all members providing military forces and other assistance pursuant to 
the aforesaid Security Council resolutions make such forces and other assistance available to a 
unified command under the United States;  
Ṯ .(4) Requests the United States to designate the commander of such forces;  
Ṯ .(5) Authorizes the unified command at its discretion to use the United Nations flag in the 
course of operations against North Korean forces concurrently with the flag of the various 



nations participating;  
Ṯ .(6) Requests the United States to provide the Security Council with reports as appropriate on 
the course of action taken under the unified command.  
 
F: KOREAN ARMISTICE 1953  
The armistice ending the hostilities between the United Nations and the forces of North Korea 
and the People’s Republic of China was signed in the village of Panmunjom, July 27, 1953.  

THE UNDERSIGNED, the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations Command, on the one 
hand, and the Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army and the Commander of the 
Chinese People's Volunteers, on the other hand, in the interest of stopping the Korean conflict, 
with its great toll of suffering and bloodshed on both sides, and with the objective of establishing 
an armistice which will ensure a complete cessation of hostilities and of all acts of armed force in 
Korea until a final peaceful settlement is achieved, do individually, collectively, and mutually 
agree to accept and to be bound and governed by the conditions and terms of armistice set forth 
in the following Articles and Paragraphs, which said conditions and terms are intended to be 
purely military in character and to pertain solely to the belligerents in Korea.  

ARTICLE I. Military Demarcation Line and Demilitarized Zone  
1) A Military Demarcation Line shall be fixed and both sides shall withdraw two kilo 
meters from this line so as to establish a Demilitarized Zone between the opposing  
forces. A Demilitarized Zone shall be established as a buffer zone to prevent the  
occurrence of incidents which might lead to a resumption of hostilities...  

4) The Military Demarcation Line shall be plainly marked as directed by the Military 
Armistice Commission hereinafter established. The Commanders of the opposing sides shall 
have suitable markers erected along the boundary between the Demilitarized Zone and their 
respective areas.  

The Military Armistice Commission shall supervise the erection of all markers placed along 
the Military Demarcation Line and along the boundaries of the Demilitarized Zone...  

6) Neither side shall execute any hostile act within, from, or against the Demilitarized Zone.  

7) No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to cross the Military Demarcation Line 
unless specifically authorized to do so by the Military Armistice Commission.  

8) No person, military or civilian, in the Demilitarized Zone shall be permitted to enter the 
territory under the military control of either side unless specifically authorized to do so by the 
Commander into whose territory entry is sought.  

9) No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to enter the Demilitarized Zone except 
persons concerned with the conduct of civil administration and relief and per- 
sons specifically authorized to enter by the Military Armistice Commission.  

 
ARTICLE II. Concrete Arrangements for Cease-Fire and Armistice  
A. GENERAL...12) The Commanders of the opposing sides shall order and enforce a complete 



cessation of all hostilities in Korea by all armed forces under their control, including units 
and personnel of the ground, naval, and air forces, effective twelve (12) hours after this 
Armistice Agreement is signed.  

13) In order to insure the stability of the Military Armistice so as to facilitate the attainment 
of a peaceful settlement through the holding by both sides of a political conference of a 
higher level, the Commanders of the opposing sides shall:  

a) Within seventy-two (72) hours after this Armistice Agreement becomes effective, 
withdraw all of their military forces, supplies, and equipment from the  
Demilitarized Zone except as otherwise provided herein. All demolitions, mine 
fields, wire entanglements, and other hazards to the safe movement of personnel  
of the Military Armistice Commission or its Joint Observer Teams, known to exist  
within the Demilitarized Zone after the withdrawal of military forces therefrom,  
together with lanes known to be free of all such hazards, shall be reported to the  
Military Armistice Commission by the Commander of the side whose forces  
employed such hazards. Subsequently, additional safe lanes shall be cleared;  
and eventually, within forty-five (45) days after the termination of the seventy-two  
(72) hour period, all such hazards shall be removed from the Demilitarized Zone as 
directed by and under the supervision of the Military Armistice Commission At the 
termination of the seventy-two (72) hour period, except for unarmed troops 
authorized a forty-five (45) day period to complete salvage operations under 
Military Armistice Commission supervision, such units of a police nature as may be 
specifically requested by the Military Armistice Commission and agreed to by the 
Commanders of the opposing sides, and personnel authorized under Paragraphs 10 
and 11 hereof, no personnel of either side shall be permitted to enter the 
Demilitarized Zone.  

b) Within ten (10) days after this Armistice Agreement becomes effective, withdraw all 
of their military forces, supplies, and equipment from the rear and the coastal 
islands and waters of Korea of the other side. If such military forces are not 
withdrawn within the stated time limit, and there is no mutually agreed and valid 
reason for the delay, the other side shall have the right to take any action which it 
deems necessary for the maintenance of security and order...  

c) Afford full protection and all possible assistance and cooperation to the Military 
Armistice Commission, its Joint Observer Teams, the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission, and its Neutral Nations Inspection Teams, in the carrying out of their 
functions and responsibilities hereinafter assigned; and accord to the Neutral 
Nations Supervisory Commission, and to its Neutral Nations Inspection Teams, full 
convenience of movement between the headquarters of the Neutral Nations 
Supervisory Commission and the ports of entry enumerated in Paragraph 43 hereof 
over main lines of communication agreed upon by both sides, and between the 
headquarters of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission and the places where 
violations of this Armistice Agreement have been reported to have occurred. In 
order to prevent unnecessary delays, the use of alternate routes and means of 
transportation will be permitted whenever the main lines of communication are 
closed or impassable...  



14) This Armistice Agreement shall apply to all opposing ground forces under the military 
control of either side, which ground forces shall respect the Demilitarized Zone and the area of 
Korea under the military control of the opposing side.  

15) This Armistice Agreement shall apply to all opposing naval forces, which naval forces shall 
respect the waters contiguous to the Demilitarized Zone and to the land area of Korea under the 
military control of the opposing side, and shall not engage in blockade of any kind of Korea.  

16) This Armistice Agreement shall apply to all opposing air forces, which air forces shall 
respect the air space over the Demilitarized Zone and over the area of Korea under the military 
control of the opposing side, and over the waters contiguous to both...  

18) The costs of the operations of the Military Armistice Commission and of the Neutral Nations 
Supervisory Commission and of their Teams shall be shared equally by the two opposing sides.  
 
 



APPENDIX ONE 
 
VISITORS DECLARATION 
(UNC REG 551-1)  

VISITORS TO THE JOINT SECURITY AREA ARE REQUIRED TO READ AND SIGN THE 
FOLLOWING:  

1. The visit to the Joint Security Area at Panmunjom will entail entry into a hostile area and 
possibility of injury or death as a direct result of enemy action. The Joint Security Area is a 
neutral but divided area guarded by United Nations Command military personnel on the one side 
(South), and Korean People's Army personnel on the other (North). Guests of the United Nations 
Command are not permitted to cross the Military Demarcation Line into the portion of the Joint 
Security Area under control of the Korean People's Army. Although incidents are not anticipated, 
the United Nations Command, the United States of America and the Republic of Korea cannot 
guarantee the safety of visitors and may not be held accountable in the event of a hostile enemy 
act.  
 
2. Visitors must comply with the following instructions:  
 
a.  UNC military personnel will wear appropriate military uniform prescribed by their  
 service for off-duty wear. Other visitors will be dressed in appropriate civilian attire  
 so as to maintain the dignity of the United Nations Command.  
b.  Prior to entering the Joint Security Area, each visitor (including military personnel  
 will receive a laminated guest badge which identifies him/her as an authorized  
 guest of the United Nations Command. Guest badges must be worn on the upper  
 left side of the outmost garment. Guest badges must be turned in prior to departure 
 from Camp Bonifas.  
c.  Fraternization, including speaking or any association with personnel from the  
 Korean People's Army/Chinese People's Volunteers (KPA/CPV) side is strictly  
 prohibited. Personnel from the KPA/CPV side are identified as fol1ows:  
 (1) Military Personnel—Brown or olive drab North Korean uniforms with red arm  
 bands for guards with weapons and yellow arm bands for Military Armistice  
 Commission personnel.  
 (2) Press personnel—Green arm bands.  
 (3) Visitors—Green pieces of cloth at upper pocket.  
d.  Visitors will not point, make gestures or expressions which could be used by the  
 North Korean side as propaganda material against the United Nations Command.  
e.  Visitors will remain in a group from the beginning to the end of the tour and will  
 follow all instructions from their tour guide. Any complaints will be registered after  
 returning to Camp Bonifas.  
f.  Firearms, knives, or weapons of any type will not be taken into the JSA.  
g.  The area and buildings (tan colored) under the military control of the Communist  
 side will not be entered for any reason. Permission of the tour guide must be  
 obtained prior to entry into UNC buildings (blue colored) in the JSA.  
h.  At no time will visitors stand in the way of or interfere with military formations.  
 Facilities and equipment inside the conference room will not be handled.  



 Photography is permitted in the JSA but is prohibited en route between  
 Checkpoint A (the entrance to Camp Bonifas) and Checkpoint B (the entrance to  

the JSA).  
i. If any incidents should occur remain calm and follow instructions issued by secu¬rity 

personnel.  
 
3. Any questions concerning the above information should be brought to the attention of the 
tour guide.  
 

DECLARATION I have read, understand and will comply with these instructions. If I am 
accompanied by minor dependents, minors for who I am responsible for the purpose of this tour, 
my signature constitutes acceptance of the terms of these instructions on their behalf.  

SIGNATURE: ___________________________ DATE:_______________________  

UNC FORM I Apr 95 EDITION OF I MAY 85 WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED  
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APPENDIX SIX: DMZ CLASH JULY 1997 

 
 
1. Group of North Koreans soldiers violate DMZ.  
2. North Koreans attack ROK forces with rifles, machine gun fire and mortars.  
3. Light artillery used for the first time.  
4. ROK forces respond to the attack.  
5. Cease fire proposed by the South and accepted by the North 
6. North Korean casualties occur, number unknown.  
 
North Korea's participation represents a major concession by the Communist government. For 
years, the North Koreans sought direct talks with the United States, excluding South Korea.  
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APPENDIX EIGHT: 1997 Newspaper Article 
 
“Koreas Shake Hands and Come Out Talking”  
from The Star-Ledger (March 6, 1997) 
By Terril Yue Jones 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

NEW YORK—North and South Korea met yesterday for the first time in 25 years to talk about 
peace on the divided peninsula, with the United States sitting in and pressing North Korea to 
agree to enter formal negotiations. The North Koreans said they needed more time to decide.  

Exchanging smiles and pleasantries, high-level representatives of the rival Korea states met to 
discuss an end to hostilities on their peninsula, one of the last flash points of the Cold war. In a 
New York hotel room the Americans and South Koreans briefed the North Koreans on a 
proposal for four-power talks, including China, for a peace treaty formally ending the Korean 
War.  

An armistice ended fighting in Korea in 1953 but created an uneasy truce along the heavily 
armed border between communist North Korea and capitalist South Korea. Some 37,000 U.S. 
troops also are stationed on the peninsula. A peace treaty ending the war was never signed.  

After the daylong briefing, North Korea's chief delegate, Deputy Foreign Minister Kim Kye 
Gwan, said the discussions had taken place in a "sincere atmosphere."  

"We are prepared to listen to any proposals considered beneficial to promote peace and stability," 
Kim said. But he added: "We need further study on this proposal" before deciding whether to 
enter four-power talks.  

Tomorrow, the North Koreans are to hold separate talks with the United States to address the 
search for remains of American soldiers missing in the Korean War and the opening of liaison 
offices.  

Speaking before the closed-door briefings, South Korean officials said they would offer 
economic cooperation and help in coping with North Korea's critical food shortage as incentives 
to join the negotiations. The United States and South Korea have pledged $16 million in food 
relief for the North.  

Yesterday's meeting between often-hostile rivals began with handshakes and niceties. The heads 
of the three delegations—Deputy U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Charles Kartman, Kim of 
North Korea and South Korean Assistant Foreign Minister Song Young-shik—joined hands for 
photographers.  

The Korean delegations chatted pleasantly, a U.S. official said.  

In Washington, State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums described the atmosphere as 
"serious and sincere" and "very businesslike." He said there were no breakthroughs, but he 
expressed hope that the talks will lead to North Korea joining four-party talks.  

"They asked questions about the nature of the proposal we put together," Burns said. “We 



believe the United States and South Korea made a sincere and fair proposal and, frankly, we 
don't see any reason why the North Koreans won't respond to it positively."  

Before the talks, U.S. and South Korean sources said they did not expect the North Koreans to 
agree immediately to the four-power negotiations. North Korea was expected to wait past the 
third anniversary of the death of its late leader, Kim Il Sung, which comes this summer.  

The North also could be waiting until the late leader's son, Kim Jong Il is formally given the 
reins of power. He has been the de facto leader since 1994.  

But South Korean sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said they believe the North 
Koreans ultimately will agree to the talks because of the country's economic crisis and food 
shortage.  

 



 


