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OBJECTIVES:  
1. Describe significant characteristics of South Korea’s geography, culture, economy 

and history. 
2. Demonstrate a basic understanding and appreciation of Korean culture. 
3. Identify similarities and differences with other Asian cultures, specifically China and 

Japan. 
4. Identify Korea’s current economic and political importance in today’s world. 
 
MATERIALS REQUIRED : 
·  Copies of handouts 
·  Copy of Asian Tales and Tellers by Cathy Spagnoli 
·  Copy of The Rabbit and the Dragon King by Daniel San Souci 
·  Copy of Thirty-Three Multicultural Tales to Tell by Pleasant DeSpain 
·  Copy of The Korean Cinderella by Shirley Climo 
·  Slides from Korea 
·  Copy of The Korean Classical Meditation Music CD (1998 Myung Sang Records) 
·  Copy of Battle for Korea Video  
 
BACKGROUND : 
There are compelling reasons for students in the 21st century to gain a concrete 
understanding about Asia and its people. Today, the Republic of Korea is one of the 
most important and economically viable countries in the Pacific Rim. In the past century 
the United States has fought three major wars in Asia and each has left its impact on 
America: the Pacific Campaign of World War II from 1941–1945, the Korean War from 
1950–1953 and the Vietnam War from 1965–1975. The numbers of Asian immigrants, 
particularly those from Korea, are at the highest ever, and their contribution and impact 
have left an indelible mark on the fabric of American Society. Politically and 
economically, Asia plays a key role in virtually all of America’s global interests. The 
educational challenge is to prepare students to understand, appreciate and cooperate 
with their neighbors in the East. Unfortunately, most textbooks deal with Korea only in 
the context of the Korean War, and while this is an important element of U.S.-Korea 
relations, it should not be only avenue of discussion. In order to prepare students to be 
members of the global community they must be introduced to all the cultures of the 
global community. As a result of Korea’s tremendous economic development since 
WWII, it is imperative that students be exposed to the rich history, tradition, customs and 
culture of “the land of the morning calm.” 
 
PROCEDURE: 
1. To introduce this activity, ask students to brainstorm what they know about South 

Korea. Discuss and share. 
2. Distribute a map of the world or Asia and have students locate South Korea. 



3. Distribute a map of South Korea and have students identify and mark major 
boundaries, geographical features and political features. Discuss Korea's land and 
climate. 

4. Show slides of Korea to stimulate discussion on topography, architecture, costumes, 
history, modem economic development, food, customs, religion, people and culture. 

5. Read The Korean Cinderella, The Rabbit and the Dragon King, “The Mirror: a Tale 
from Korea" from Thirty-Three Multicultural Tales to Tell, or a Korean tale from the 
text Asian Tales and Tellers. Use any or all of these short selections to stimulate 
discussions on topics such as filial piety, customs, culture, language and tradition. 

6. Briefly describe Korea's history: Paleolithic, Neolithic, Tan’gun, the Three Kingdoms 
Period, United Silla, Koryo, Choson, Japanese colonization, the Korean War and the 
founding of the Republic of Korea. Emphasize the important contributions and 
achievements of the various eras with special emphasis on Unified Silla and rapid 
development in the arts, architecture, education and flourishing growth of Buddhism. 
During the Koryo dynasty, the invention of the world's first movable metal type 
predated Gutenberg's invention by almost two centuries. During this dynasty, skilled 
artisans carved the entire Buddhist canon on more than 80,000 woodblocks called 
the Tripitaka Koreana. During the Choson period, King Sejong the Great created 
Hangul, the Korean alphabet. Major accomplishments in astronomy, the civil service 
and academics took place during this dynasty and Confucianism began to dominate 
Korean society. Ask students to complete a timeline including major periods and 
accomplishments in Korean history. 

7. Discuss the predominant religious elements in South Korea—Buddhism, 
Confucianism, Christianity, Shamanism—and how each plays a unique role in 
Korean society. Play a selection from the CD The Korean Classical Meditation Music 
and invite students to meditate. 

8. Introduce and discuss the period Japanese colonization from 1910–1945. 
9. Introduce and discuss the Korean War focusing on causes, effects, American and 

U.N. involvement and the devastating aftermath of political division. Show a brief film 
clip from the video The Battle for Korea. Ask students to discuss the negative 
consequences of a divided Korea on Koreans—personally, politically and 
economically. Ask students to complete the Korean War Diary handout. 

10. In small groups ask students to compare and contrast the geography, politics, history, 
economy, religion and cultural differences between China, Korea and Japan. Results 
can be posted on poster boards or butcher paper and displayed. Be sure to stress 
that while Korea often played the role of cultural bridge between China and Japan it 
was also able to maintain its own unique cultural identity. 

 
ENRICHMENT: 
1. Students will work in small groups to create a skit based on a Korean folktale. 
2. Students will create a travel brochure on South Korea with a minimum of ten facts. 

This brochure can be produced using publishing software and will be evaluated using 
a rubric provided by the teacher (e.g., accuracy of facts, presentation and neatness). 

3. Students will plan a Korean Day which will include samples of typical Korean food, 
Korean music and opportunities to try calligraphy. They may present skits based on 
Korean folktales and make presentations on an area of interest (e.g., Confucianism, 
traditional costumes, holidays and sports). 

4. In lieu of the travel brochure, students may work in small groups to plan a two week 
trip to South Korea using a wide variety of informational resources: resource books 
provided by the teacher or procured by the student, travel books, brochures and/or 
the Internet. This project will be evaluated using a rubric provided by the teacher. 



5. Invite a Buddhist monk to visit as a guest speaker. 
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Complete this diary from the viewpoint of a South Korean citizen living through the 
Korean War. You may include personal responses but each entry must include a 
minimum of four facts. 
 
Name: 
 
Age: 
 
Occupation: 
 
Residence: 
 
Personal Data: 
 

My Diary 
 
Dear Diary,  June 25, 1950
 
Today it finally happened. The North invaded the South and war has begun. 
 
 
 
Dear Diary,  September 15, 1950
 
General MacArthur has taken Inch’on today. 
 
 
 
Dear Diary,  October 1, 1950
  
United Nations troops have crossed the 38th parallel into North Korea. It won’t be long 
now. 
 
 
 
Dear Diary,  October 26, 1950
 
The Chinese army has joined the battle and attacked the United Nations forces 50 miles 
south of the Yalu River. 
 
 
 
Dear Diary,  July 27, 1953
 
A ceasefire has been signed three years and 32 days after the war began. A 
Demilitarized Zone has been created. I wonder how long it will be until we’re reunited. 
 



Korea Study Tour 
 
Develop an appropriate trip itinerary for one of the following travelers’ trip to South Korea: 
 
A. A couple: husband and wife 
B. A single person 
C. A single person traveling with a friend 
 
Include as many of the following items as possible to describe your vacation: 
 
1. A map of Korea showing routes traveled and areas of interest. 
2. A daily time schedule of your itinerary (activities done during each day.) 
3. Explanation of expenses incurred while on your trip (e.g., travel costs, lodging, food, 

entertainment, souvenirs.) 
4. Explanations of the significance of any special events, places, routes or ceremonies. 
5. Each report must include these mandatory items: 

a. One national park visit with an explanation or description. 
b. Five historical or heritage sites with an explanation or description. 
c. One cultural performance or event with an explanation or description. 

 
Reports will be typed and should include a list of resources. 
 
 



Korea Study Tour Rubric 
Introduction (10 points) 
 
Map showing traveled routes (10 points) 
 
Daily itinerary (10 points) 
 
Explanation of expenses incurred (10 points) 
 
Explanation of any special events, routes, special interests, etc. (20 Points) 
 
National Park (10 points) 
 
Five historical or heritage sites (2 points each x 5 = 10 points) 
 
Cultural event or performance (10 points) 
 
Presentation: typed, spelling, neatness, cover page (10 points) 
 
Total (100 points possible) 



 


