KOREA: NORTH AND SOUTH

GRADES: 11-12 AUTHOR: Emily Berry
SUBJECT: Global Studies

TIME REQUIRED: Three to four class periods

OBJECTIVES:
1. Understand the division of Korea and the establishment of the DMZ following the
Korean War.

2. Compare and contrast the contemporary states of the Republic of Korea (South Korea)
and the Demaocratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea).

3. Analyze the relationship between the two nations and explore the possibility of
reunification.

4. Appreciate the global implications of developments in Korea.

MATERIALS REQUIRED:

e Handout 1: Korea: Past and Present (attached PowerPoint presentation taken from the
Good Neighbor Program of the United States Forces Korea and the Neutral Nations
Supervisory Commission — July 2009)

e Access to the computer lab for research purposes

e Large pieces of paper and magic markers for making posters

BACKGROUND:

Following World War 11 the nation of Korea was divided at the 38" parallel. The subsequent
Korean War from 1950-53, ending with an armistice and the creation of the demilitarized zone
(DMZ) between the two nations, solidified the division between North and South. In the decades
since the armistice, North and South Korea have developed along two distinct trajectories,
resulting in two very different countries who also share the Korean peninsula as well as a
common history. Since WWII, the relationship between North and South Korea has drawn the
attention and intervention of the United States and other nations throughout the world. As we
enter the 21% century, Korea’s division and the prospect of reunification remains a pressing
global issue.

PROCEDURE:

Day 1
1. Distribute Handout 1: Korea Past and Present and review as a class.
2. Discuss the reasons as well as any potentional pros and cons for the division of North and
South.
3. Highlight the roles of the United States and other key nations involved.

Days 2-3
1. Assign each student to either North or South Korea.



2. Students will then use the internet to research their assigned nation. They should consult
a minimum of 4-5 authoritative websites or online databases, which should be listed in a
bibliography. They should gather information in the following categories: geography,
government, economy, military, religion and/or current events.

3. They should also collect (or draw on their own) visuals to represent their nation, such as a
map, flag, etc.

4. Students will use the information gathered to create a poster on either North or South
Korea. The posters should include information from all of the above assigned categories
as well as at least two pictures and at least one graph. (Alternatively, if computer
resources are available, students can create PowerPoint presentations instead of posters.)

Days 3-4
1. When finished with their posters, students should partner with another student who
researched the other country.
2. Students should take a few moments to study each others’ posters.
3. Working with their partners, students should refer to the two posters in answering the
following questions:
What do you think is the greatest strength of each nation and why?
What do you see as each nation’s greatest weakness and why?
What similarities do you see between the two nations?
What do you think is the most notable difference between the two and why?
Which aspect of each country do you think should be of greatest concern to the
rest of the world and why?
4. Next, ask each group to consider the possibility of reunification. Students should work
with their partners to list the potential benefits and complications of unification.
5. Conclude the lesson with a class discussion on the two Koreas and their impact on the
rest of world. Have students share their analyses of the posters and their thoughts on
reunification with the entire class.
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EVALUATION:

Students can be evaluated on their participation in the class discussion, as well on their written
work. They can be assessed individually for their contribution to both the poster and
presentation. Each student could be given a list of questions to answer using his/her partner’s
poster, such as: What is the current population? What is the predominant religion? What type
of government do they have? What is the capital? Who is the nation’s leader? What is their
largest industry? Etc. In addition each group of partners can hand in one copy of their analyses of
the posters and brainstorming on reunification.

ENRICHMENT:

A possible homework assignment could be having students bring in a current news article on
North and/or South Korea. Students could further explore the viewpoints of North and South
Koreans by creating a dialogue or scene between representatives of the two nations and acting it
out for the class. Students could further pursue the issue of reunification by writing a persuasive
essay either in favor of or opposed to the reunification of Korea.



RESOURCES:
Facts About Korea. Seoul: Korean Culture and Information Service, 2008.

Central Intelligence Agency: World Fact Book
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

Korea.net: The Official Website of the Republic of Korea
www.korea.net

United States Forces Korea: Good Neighbor Home Page
www.goodneighbor.or.kr




HANDOUT 1: KOREA PAST AND PRESENT
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Armistice Agreement
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Maintaining security and stability unfil
afinal peace regime | peace agreement

Arts. 36— 50 establish and regulate the
functioning of the NNSC

}{ Armistice Agreement

1. A military demarcation line {MDL)
geparating North and South Korea;

2. Ademilitarized zone {DMZ ) on either
gide of the MDL (2x2 Kmi241 Km);

o

}1 Armistice Agreement

. A Military Armistice Commission (MAC),
tasked with investigating and resolving
violations of the Armistice Agreement;

. A Neutral Nations Supervisory Commis-
sion (MN5C) to investigate violations of
the armistice, including the prohibition
of imports of arms into Korea;

. A Joint Security Area (.JSA) within the
DMZ

’ Meutral Nations Supervisory
Commission (NNSC)
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Each country sent approximately 100 delegates
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THE STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT
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Sweden and Switzerland (5/5)
Poland, visiting once a year
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