Translated Remarks by Kim Jeong-sam

Good afternoon.

P 8.

I am Kim Jeong-sam, the elder brother of missionary Kim Jung-wook, who has been detained in
North Korea for 11 years, and whose currently unknown fate aches my heart. A few years ago, |
survived a heart attack by the grace of God and continue to take heart medication and wear a
bracelet containing nitroglycerin capsules just in case.
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Nevertheless, I dropped everything and traveled to the other side of the globe to New York to
attend today’s event at the opening of the UN General Assembly solely to appeal for your help in
ascertaining the fate of my brother and other missionaries detained in North Korea and securing
their return.
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I believe all the families of South Korean and Japanese abductees, detainees, and POWs gathered
here have the same thought at heart. As do the North Korean escapees whose families were
repatriated from China to North Korea and the Korean American who has family in North Korea.
My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
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Before coming to New York, I had a chance to meet with detained missionary Kim Kook-kie’s
wife and Choi Chun-gil’s son in Suncheon to console each other and hold worship together. We
prayed with all our hearts for their speedy return to their loving families.
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Jung-wook is four years younger than me. But Jung-wook was so full of energy and
hot-tempered from when he was young that he would fight a good fight with me.
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Jung-wook grew up to be a pastor of strong conviction and responded obediently to the calling
from God: “Why do you not love the starving North Koreans that I love?”” In Dandong, China,
which is right across the Yalu River from North Korea, Pastor Kim Jung-wook invited
haggard-looking North Koreans to church to restore them with love and to preach the gospel.
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But after the Chinese police raided his church to arrest and repatriate North Koreans under his
care, missionary Kim Jung-wook was concerned about their safety. Eventually, he fell victim to
the North Korean Ministry of State Security (MSS)’s plot and ended up being detained in North
Korea.
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In Jeremiah 29:11, the Lord says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, ... thoughts
of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” But North Korea prescribed the
thoughts of the Lord as evil and refuses to ascertain the fate of the three missionaries who have
only been practicing God’s love. I pray that a day will come when North Korea accepts the future
and hope, and the North Korean people enjoy peace and human rights.
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I heard that North Korea’s UPR will take place on November 7. I ask you to urge North Korea to
clarify the fate of all abductees, detainees, and POWs, including missionaries Kim Jung-wook,
Kim Kook-kie, and Choi Chun-gil, and demand their immediate release and return.
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When Jung-wook was in middle school in Uljin, he and his friends fell into a reservoir when the
ice sheet covering the reservoir cracked in late winter. Because there was nothing like mobile
phones at the time, it took a long time for us to know whether he survived. This was before |
started going to church, but I prayed fervently for his safe return. As if God had heard my prayer,
Jung-wook returned home alive.
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Just like then, I pray that Jung-wook and others forcibly separated from their families by North
Korea will be able to reunite with their loved ones. Thank you.
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