Translated Remarks by Masumoto Teruaki
Thank you for the invitation to speak today.
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On August 12, 1978, my older sister, Rumiko, suddenly disappeared together with her friend,
Mr. Ichigawa, at a coast called Fukiage in Kagoshima Prefecture, which is located in the
southern part of Japan. For about 10 days afterward, the police and firefighters searched the
vicinity of where Mr. Ichigawa’s car was found, but no lead came up, and our family was left
wondering what had happened.
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In late 1979, the possibility of an abduction by North Korean agents was raised. But I had my
doubts as to why my sister, who lived a normal life in Japan and had no interest at all in North
Korea, would get mixed up in such an abduction case, so I was only half-convinced.
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My doubts gave way to certainty after hearing the testimony of Kim Hyon-hui, a culprit of the
Korean Air Line bombing in 1987, that she had learned Japanese from abducted Japanese. |
became convinced that my sister too had been abducted.
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Because I thought the state of Japan would rescue my sister as so many facts had come to light,
and because I feared that my family raising an uproar could harm my sister, there was no other
way than to wait for the rescue by the state.
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In 1997, the new revelation about the existence of “Yokota Megumi who was kidnapped at the
age of 13” by a North Korean defector’s testimony attracted great interest from the Japanese
people. The families of the abduction victims that were scattered across Japan gathered and made
a representation to the Japanese government, beginning the activities aimed at the rescue.
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In September 2002, at the Japan-North Korea summit in Pyongyang, North Korea at last
admitted to “the abduction of Japanese citizens.” North Korea’s report on “the information about
the fate of 13 persons” demanded by Japan was delivered. The atrocious outcome was “5 alive, 8
dead.” Masumoto Rumiko was said to have died.
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But the shambolic report by North Korea, which had lied time after time, could not be trusted,
and even afterward, the rescue movement for the victims continued. And now, 22 years later, the
full resolution has not been reached because of North Korea’s insincere response.
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All T want is to meet with my sister, Rumiko, whom I have not seen for almost half a century.
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Despite the activities of North Korean defectors to expose the North Korean government’s
atrocities for half a century, the world continues to ignore them, with the pain of the North
Korean people and the grief of the abduction victims remaining unaddressed.
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I cannot understand this. There are countries hke—China—andRussta that not only fail to act
against the crimes against humanity committed in the territories governed by the dictator but
actively aid and abet them. I believe that we should never be silent about North Korea’s outrages
for whatever reason.
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I ask that we raise our voice together to relieve the pain of the North Korean people and
abduction victims.
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Thank you.
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