Translated Remarks by Son Myeong-hwa

Good afternoon.
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My name is Son Myeong-hwa. My father, Sergeant Son Dong-sik, military service number
K1123444, died as a South Korean POW in North Korea in 1984. As a South Korean POW'’s
daughter, I escaped North Korea and came to South Korea in 2005 and brought the remains of
my late father to South Korea in 2013 to fulfill his dying wish—but this came at the cost of
sending my older brother, youngest sister and nephew to a political prison camp.
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Because of this family history, I am now campaigning for the creation of a POW fact-finding
commission, the establishment of a dedicated office to address the POW issue, and a special
medal for POWs in South Korea as the head of the Korean War POW Association.
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My father was born in Gimhae on the southern coast of Korea in 1925. When the North Korean
forces invaded in 1950, my father enlisted, and he was taken prisoner at the Battle of Hyeonri in
1951. In July 1953, an armistice agreement was reached and, according to the agreement, all
prisoners of war were to be repatriated. But North Korea refused to repatriate at least 50,000
South Korean POWs. My father was one of them.
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So my father was forever parted in his lifetime from his parents and siblings in South Korea.
Most South Korean POWs were sent to the coal mines near the North Korea-China border. So I



too was born in 1962 in Musan County, the northernmost part of North Korea. We were
constantly under watch and discriminated against in education, jobs, marriage, etc. Like our
father, my siblings and I were assigned to work at coal mines.
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When he died after a lifetime of back-breaking labor at coal mines in 1984, he asked us to bury
his remains in South Korea. We could not forget our father’s last wish.
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Since 1994, 80 POWs and 430 family members have risked their lives to escape North Korea and
make their way to South Korea. There are many POWs like Han Man-taek and Jeong Sang-un
and their families who were captured by the Chinese authorities and returned to North Korea.
They were executed or sent to political prison camps.
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Fortunately, I successfully escaped to South Korea in 2005. In 2013, I was able to bring the
remains of my father to South Korea for burial with the help of my remaining family in North
Korea, 29 years after his death. In this manner, my father could reunite with his family in South
Korea in the afterlife.
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But the North Korean authorities sent my older brother Choong-kwon, my youngest sister
Young-keum, and my nephew Park Young-ho to political prison camps for helping bring my
father’s remains. I had to trade the family union for my father with the forced separation of
family for my brother, sister, and nephew.



e He GRS ohul A g wA
FA &, 27 iE s 3HS AW

Agat 2 ow B4, 2719 715 A

e BgTe o fr =2 A o &3, Ty
EAaE B EEU 2 opA e T
2] o} ghupH of e APt

Mo > rle

Even now, among my father’s two sons and four daughters, three, including me, are in South
Korea while three, including the two sent to the political prison camp, remain in North Korea.
Among the children of POWs, there is even a case where only half of the father’s remains were
brought to South Korea while the other half was left in North Korea.
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Why does North Korea have to shatter our POW families like this?
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The UN General Assembly’s North Korean human rights resolution adopted last December urged
North Korea to immediately return all abductees, detainees, and unrepatriated prisoners of war
and to allow permanent regular reunions and contact between separated families. It also
expressed serious concern about the situation of refugees and asylum-seekers returned to North
Korea and subjected to torture, sexual violence, or death penalty.
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Can’t North Korea hear the voice of the international community? I appeal to North Korea with
the others gathered here: please stop tearing our families apart now.
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